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We warmly welcome everyone to celebrate God’s love by joining in dynamic worship,
creating genuine community, and serving all with justice and respect.
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From the Pastor’s Desk:

Years ago, I was involved in some major changes with the Massachusetts Conference. At one of our meetings, we
were told to build a new ‘bicycle’ (a metaphor). The parts were all the traditional elements associated with the
Conference: Christian Education, Mission and Outreach, Social Justice, Worship, Stewardship, etc. Unfortunately, we
couldn’t seem to get out of heads what a ‘bicycle’ looked like, so we ended up stripping all the parts off and then
building the same bicycle.

What did the Apostles do after the death and resurrection of Jesus? They tried to figure it out. There were so many
questions. Jesus did not give them instructions about how to build a church. He didn’t lay out a strategic plan, create
bylaws, or institute parliamentary procedure when the disciples gathered. Their aim wasn’t to create a church or
construct a cathedral. Their goal seemed to be: build a community of the faithful. At first, it was centered around
worship and then it moved into mission (take care of those in the community). Eventually it evolved into evangelism,
and finally, some said, “Maybe we should record what Jesus said and did.”

While in seminary I volunteered to help out a local church with their youth group. Another person also volunteered at
the same time. At the very first meeting, four high school aged kids showed up. After the introductions, my co-leader
jumped in with, “Okay, so let’s create some bylaws!” I can only imagine what those four kids thought.

What if Peter said, “Fellow Apostles, if we want to make our religion appealing to the masses we are going to need
bylaws.” Thomas would reply, “I doubt that.”

Folks, bylaws we have. Bylaws we need. And we need to update our church bylaws periodically. There is a team of
dedicated folks who are in the process of doing just that. No worries—you will not be enlisted at this point.

The bylaws represent a system. The system worked for many years, but tweaks need to be made to the system from
time to time. You can’t keep doing things the same way and expect different results (that is the definition of insanity,
right?). If the church is looking for different results, then we need to change more than a staff person or a committee
member. The current system was structured in a very different time. In one church I served, the committee met during
the day which excluded people who worked. Some of you might remember when committees could only be served by
men. The church will never be accused of being early adopters but if we adapt too late, then we might completely miss
our window. (Also, this is why it is recommended that the bylaws be reviewed every 5 years.)

So, yes, there are some changes coming. Change can be your nemesis or your friend, or, to borrow a dated term, ‘your
frenemy.” Anything that gets changed can be changed again.

Blessings,
Rev. Will



SERVICE NOTES
The Deacon of the month is Nancy Tariot assisted by Ralph Giannetti.
May 3" Fifth Sunday of Easter/Communion

Scripture: Acts 7:55-60
Sermon: “I Wrote This Sermon Last Night”

May 10th Mother’s Day May 24t
Sixth Sunday of Easter Pentecost Sunday
Scripture: John 14:15-21 Scripture: Deuteronomy 26:1-11, Psalm 40
Sermon: “Holy Host, Holy Ghost” Sermon: “We Get to Carry Each Other”

May 17th May 31
Seventh Sunday of Easter Trinity Sunday
Scripture: John 17:1-11 Scripture: Matthew 4:8-22, 2 Corinthians 13:11-14
Sermon: “ONE!” Sermon: “All About that Grace (no devil)”

The past couple of years we have had some fun on Pentecost Sunday. Two years ago, we explored the music and
meaning of Phish. Last year, we celebrated Jesus Christ Superstar. This year, we will look into the music and message
of U2. I understand these are all pretty niche—but then so is traditional worship. The aim of these Pentecost services
is to give ourselves over to the Holy Spirit. We will let the Holy Spirit blow through the church and like the first
disciples, open ourselves to new understandings. I assure you, we will not be abandoning traditional worship. - WS

SECOND FRIDAY AND SATURDAY OPEN MIC AND COFFEEHOUSES

Each month we host two coffeehouses. The Second Saturday Open Mic is well established and has a pretty good
following, however, the Second Friday Open Mic for young adults is stalled out at 5 young performers (we have only
hosted it for 3 months, so | am hopeful that it will pick up).

We could use your help...

Sign up sheets are posted in the Fellowship Hall. The Friday Open Mic could use chaperones and hosts (four people:
2 to put out beverages and snacks and 2 to simply watch)

We need people to provide snacks and beverages for the events.

We need people to take posters and put them in places where young people might see them.

We need people to talk to their friends, neighbors, family, and anyone who works in a school or music program.
It would be lovely to have different folks helping out each month so that no one HAS to do it EVERY month.

Friday, May 8", 6-8 YOUNG ADULTS This Open Mic is open to young adult performers, ages 12 and up.
Anyone is welcome to attend. It would be fantastic to see members of our church supporting our young people.
It takes a lot of courage to get up in front of people and perform.

BOOK AND DISCUSSION GROUP FOR MAY

| want to do something different in the Month of May—so instead of reading and discussing a book—I want to do a
Beatles Bible Discussion group! The format is simple: show up and be prepared to discuss a Beatles song. | will
play the song, offer some background, and then there are questions. And yes, | will even pull in some Bible and

religious questions.

We will meet on Tuesdays, May 12 and May 19- from 6 - 7 PM.

Obviously, there is no homework—but it’s always fun to listen to the Beatles.



FACILITIESCOMMITTEE

Church-Wide Work Day —
Saturday, May 9th

8:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. (or as long as you
can stay!)

The Facilities Committee invites
everyone to join us for a Church-Wide
Work Day on Saturday, May 9%
Whether you can give a few hours or the
whole morning, your help will make a
big difference!

As the saying goes, “Many hands make
light work.” Let’s come together to care
for our church and enjoy fellowship
while we work.

Please use the sign-up sheet in
Fellowship Hall at Coffee Hour or call
the office (508) 222-4677 and ask
Michele to add your name to the list.

Thank you in advance,
Maria Smith
Facilities Chair

Jack & Jill Pré-School

#
o

established 1948

It’s hard to believe how quickly the year
has flown by, yet this time of year is
always so rewarding. It’s an opportunity
to reflect on all the care, dedication, and
hard work that goes into each day.
Watching the children grow, not only
academically, but socially and
emotionally, is a meaningful reminder of
the impact teachers make.

The classes are looking forward to all the
exciting activities we have planned for
May. Our Pre-K students will be taking
a walking trip to the Attleboro Public
Library and spending some time playing
at the nearby playground. Each class
will be caring for five caterpillars and
will have the opportunity to observe
their transformation into butterflies, a
yearly favorite that never loses its
magic!

During the first week of May, we will
celebrate our incredible teachers with a
special Teacher Appreciation Week.
Families have planned thoughtful
surprises throughout the week, including

a luncheon, to show how much we value
all the care, dedication, and love our
teachers bring to each day. We are so
grateful for everything they do!
The school will be closed on May 4th for
Spring Conferences. During this time,
teachers will be meeting with families to
discuss each child’s progress and
development.
Mark your calendars! Our Preschool Art
Show and Spring Open House will be
held on Monday, May 11th from 6:00—
7:00 PM. The children have been hard at
work creating beautiful pieces of art to
showcase, and they can’t wait to share
them with you. In addition to the art
show, we will also be hosting a Spring
Open House and enrollment event for
both the upcoming school year and our
6-week summer program. If you know
any families who are looking for a
preschool program, we’d love for you to
invite them to stop by and learn more!
I hope you and your family have a
chance to soak in all the beauty that
spring has to offer, the vibrant sights,
cheerful sounds, and fresh scents that
make this season so special.
Katrina Lay
Executive Director

Women’s Fellowship

MAY BREAKFAST (May 2, 2026)
and PREP - Sandy Saunders, Organizer
We look forward to seeing you at
breakfast. May 2,2026 from 8 a.m. to
10:30a.m. Reservations Recommended:
please call the office 508-222-
4677. Adults are $15.00, $5.00 ages 4-
11,3 & under free. May Baskets with
cookies or plants $7.00 each. Start your
day right!
YARD SALE (May 30, 2026) and
PREP - Maria Smith, Organizer
We will also be seeking volunteers to
work at the Yard Sale and for
donations. Samples of items which we
seek include: dishes, glassware, pots,
pans, books, puzzles, toys, grandpa's
garage items, small tools, jewelry,
Christmas items and small furniture. We
can not accept any electronic
equipment. The last day donations will
be accepted is May 23", For pick-ups,
call Sandy Saunders at 508-699-2738.
COFFEE HOUR sign-ups -
Sandy Saunders, Organizer
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Please see the sign-up sheets in
Fellowship Hall to serve coffee, bring
snacks for the Sharing Table, or clean up
at the end.
Second Church activities are supported
by our volunteers. Give it a try, develop
new friendships by working on a joint
project. We are Women's Fellowship in
name only; men, women and young
adults are all welcome to join and
partake in the success of events. It takes
a VILLAGE!
Sandy Saunders
Treasurer
sandrasaunders99@gmail.com
508-699-2738

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY

PSM will be taking a break from
meetings until September. Shawls are a
tremendous comfort to individuals
experiencing a loss or other traumatic
event in their lives. New members are
always welcome. Contact me if you
have questions.

Roberta Ferguson

CHOIR SCHEDULES

There will be regular rehearsals in May:
Every Thursday (7%, 14%™, 21, 28" ),
Handbell Choir 6:30-7:30, Adult Choir
7:30-9:00.

The Adult Choir will sing every Sunday
during the month (3%, 10%, 17% 24
31"). In one of their upcoming
rehearsals, Bells will choose a date to

play.

Bill MacPherson
Director of Music

Intergenerational Sacred Dance
Many thanks to all who joined us in
worship throughout the year and
especially for our dance to ‘Hands’ by
Jewel at the end of April. Sacred Dance
practices will resume in the fall and all
are welcome to join! We gather at 9am
on Saturdays for about 45 minutes of
stretching, learning new dances for
worship, and a little bit of just “fun
dance”. Ifyou or your child is interested
in joining or has any questions, please let
me know at (508) 409-7919. Hope to see
you then!

Diane Osborne



OUTREACH & MISSIONS

A highlight of April was our recognition
of Earth Day, when presentations at
coffee hour included
beekeepers, who shared their
“pollinator” knowledge and experience
with us (and Enoch Osborne got to try
on the protective suit--see
photos). Outreach and Missions will
continue to supply tips for becoming
better stewards of earth's resources (look
for them both in the monthly Voice as
well as in the weekly bulletins). The first
tip (and foundation for many others):
Watch the free National Geographic
movie Before the Flood, featuring
Leonardo DiCaprio. Just go to our
church website and click on the movie
graphic to access lots of good info and
good motivation to do a new thing. No
one can do it all, but together we can do
so much to promote climate justice.

R e

Our O&M team continues to learn
about and contribute to Attleboro
community resources. Connie Eckart
attends regular Self-Sufficiency
Coalition meetings and reports that
planning for next year's warming shelter
season has already begun; this past

season, the warming shelter was open 34
nights. In total 38 individuals were
served, with an average of 17 a night.
Thanks to our church members who
assisted in this important service.

Ken Hill has attended the Food Access
coalition meetings sponsored by the
YMCA, so we can be more
knowledgeable about and
better integrated into the community
programs related to food. And speaking
of food, AAIC will be hosting their
annual "Hunger to Hope" fundraiser on
Thursday, May 7; here is the link with
more info:
https://attleboroareainterfaithcollaborati
ve.org/hunger-to-hope-80-years-of-
community-care

Crafternoon and Color My World will
take place on Friday, May 8, at 2:30.

Final note: we are in contact with a
woman in the community who is
searching for a job as a personal care
assistant. Please contact us if you know
someone who wants help with light
housekeeping etc.

Paula Foresman

Christian Education

Greetings and blessings for new flowers,
new growth, and a happy May!
Christian Education Committee: Our
meeting this month will be on May 3rd.
If anyone is interested in joining our
committee, offering their time as a
classroom volunteer, or would like to
help with Family Fellowship events
please contact me anytime or join us for
a future meeting.
Attleboro Spring Fling: Many thanks
to all who stopped by our table at the
city-wide event welcoming spring. It
was a wonderful opportunity to share
with the community what makes Second
Church so special.
Save the Date for Children’s Sunday —
June 14th! Our Sunday School children
and youth have begun planning for this
special day of worship and I hope you
can all come to hear about their journey
with God’s teachings this year.
Family Fellowship at Capron Park —
On Saturday June 20th all are invited to
an outing at Capron Park & Zoo. We will
meet at 10am to enjoy the zoo and after
seeing the animals all are welcome to
bring a picnic lunch for some extra fun
4

fellowship and playground time.
If you know of a new family that would
like to build community, explore faith,
and seek compassionate justice, please
feel free to invite them to join us anytime
throughout the year. If you didn’t get a
chance to register for Sunday School,
you can at any time of the year by
requesting a form from a teacher or
member of the CE Commiittee.
If you have any questions, ideas, or
would like to volunteer please feel to
reach out to me.
Diane Osborne
Chair of Christian Education
Diane.osborne713@gmail.com
508) 409-7919

COMMUNION
VISITATION TEAM

The Communion Visitation Team
continues to visit folks who are unable to
attend services. We're happy to visit
your home for fellowship, regardless of
whether you choose to take communion.
We will certainly wear masks and
observe all precautions necessary. You
may communicate with Michele in the
church office or Cathy Giannetti, Ralph
Giannetti, Karen Slawson, Marcia
Weidner and Roberta Zarrella, who are
part of the team.

Volunteer Opportunity

Horton Center UCC Camp

For the last two summers I have had the
absolute joy of serving as a volunteer
summer camp counselor for Horton
Center, a UCC camp and retreat center
in the White Mountains which is part of
the NH UCC Conference. At the camp
we shared amazing experiences with
campers exploring the outdoors and our
faith in a truly inspiring setting with the
most amazing staff.

I had such a wonderful experience that
this summer I am going to serve as a
Dean for a week, which is the lead
volunteer for an age unit. Part of my role
as Dean is to recruit counselors for my
session — Middlers on the Mountain
which will be held the last week of June.
If you are interested in volunteering for
Middlers or are available other times this
summer please ask me any questions
you have about how to get involved.

Update for May! We now have about
14 campers signed up for the Middlers



session and are in need of three more
counselors — so if you’ve been thinking
about volunteering or you know
someone who might love to spend a
week this summer in the White
Mountains experiencing the joys of
camp, please let me know.

Preview of what else you can find on the
Horton Center website: Counselors are
crucial members of the team that makes
each Camper feel welcome, safe, and
free to explore new things! Counselors
are led by volunteer Deans, and
supported by Horton Center’s Summer
Staff. Counselors lead activities, co-lead
Faith Discovery Groups, sleep in cabins
with Campers and other Counselors, and
connect with amazing Campers who
look up to them.

Also, if you’d like to get in on the fun of
attending camp or a retreat (they are
options for all ages and abilities) — Lyra,
Enoch, and I are also happy to answer
questions about being a camper or
retreat attendee as well!

Much appreciation for
consideration to this calling,

your

Diane Osborne

CoMMUNITY NOTES

THE CHOSEN  DISCUSSION
GROUP - AN UPDATE

For the second year in a row we began
weekly discussions on The Chosen in
January. It is a presentation of the
Gospels with a story line in a way that has
never before been done. The series is
presently filming the seventh and final
installment which will focus on the
events following Jesus' crucifixion.
When completed, there will be 56
episodes in all...all of which are "crowd
funded" ( not by Hollywood or
corporations). To date, nearly four-
hundred million people have viewed all
or parts of the series and it has changed
lives around the world...including
numerous actors who are involved in the
filming.

This year, our group includes 13 folks
from Immanuel Lutheran Church on Rt.
152 as well as a few people from this
Church as well. Almost everyone has
already viewed the 40 episodes that are
presently available and our discussions
are animated and filled with questions,
fun, sharing of faith and a deepened

understanding of Jesus and his teachings.
We meet every Wednesday from 6:30-
7:30 ( though some folks like to stay later
to discuss what we have been doing.)
Our discussions begin or end with prayer
and focus on seasons one and two on the
events and situations we see. As seasons
three and four unfold, we notice how the
individual followers of Jesus (and others)
start to change their actions as they take
on Jesus' teachings and begin forming
personal relationships with each other,
sometimes by dealing with anger or
misunderstanding. By season four and
five, we also see how this group begins
to form a community of love in which
they support and show concern for each
other as they follow Jesus' teachings
which they hear in personal interactions
and through his sermons ( Sermon of the
Mount; The feeding of the 5000; his
interactions with the Pharisees).
Season five ends with Judas' betrayal in
the Garden of Olives. In the series, the
creator/director Dallas Jenkins has
created stories to fill in the gospels.
Anything that he does, however, is vetted
by scripture scholars of the Jewish,
Protestant and Catholic faiths. This
includes all the scripts and how things
will be presented. And the story-lines
reflect Jesus teachings and his own
actions as well.
I know some folks who have not seen the
series are concerned that what is made up
will confuse what is in the Gospels. All
added story-lines are consistent with
Jesus' teachings. They simply depict
events that reflect the gospels. Dallas
Jenkins continually reminds people to
READ THE GOSPELS. That is a major
purpose in doing the series.
Finally, our discussion group, after
weeks, reaches a point where people are
free to share personal experiences that
they connect to either a character in the
series or to an event or particular story-
line. This is a way of making the Gospels
more personal...relating Jesus, his
messages and the series to one's life. That
is the point of Jesus being sent to us. To
redeem us so we might enter the
Kingdom of God and to show us how to
live our lives based on his actions and his
teachings.
In the process of questioning, viewing
and sharing, the group comes together at
a pretty deep level and shares
appreciation, understanding and support.
5

Just as the series depicts strangers
learning to form community by listening
to Jesus, so too, does our group. This is
what is happening all around the world
and not just with Christians. The series
has made a significant impact in Israel,
South America, India and many other
places and is in the Guinness Book of
Records as the MOST TRANSLATED
MEDIA EVENT EVER, reaching the
world in over 65 languages and dialects.
Their goal is 300!
Season six will be out on PRIME this
November, though the last two episodes
depicting the Crucifixion will be held out
until next Easter. And please know, I am
available anytime for any questions you
might have.
Jim Flaxington
Discussion Leader

1 Chris Janson
Dawn McCarthy
Ella Saunders
Alex Sawyer

2 Pam Middleton

5 Roberta Ferguson
8 Christina Renoni
11 Steve Withers, Jr.

13 Bret Brown
Jessie Macomber

14 Isaac Stuen
17 Bob Richardson
18 Diane Findley

22 Saga Ferrant
Ben Macomber
Zach Ramsay
Chris Saunders
Nick Saunders

24 Sandy Saunders
26 Ted Moxham
27 Zoe LacClair

30 David Keith



Rev. Will’s office hours:

ng L P Tuesday: 8- 9:30 at the
(DIREISE hurch, 9:30 to 11 at the
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Wednesday & Thursday: 8 — 11 am, at
the church

COFFES NOUSE
P i

Saturday, May 9
He is available most times. If you would 8am - 12 noon
like a visit please contact Rev. Will or
the Office and an appointment can be
arranged. Thank you.

Youth (12-22yr)

Friday May 8
All Ages
42" Annual May Breakfast Saturday May 9*"
Saturday May 2™
8am — 10:30 am ¥ e oz
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Stop & Shop Bloomin® 4 Good The Chosen Discussion Group
Program begins on May 1. Every Meats Wedkly ot Remember and Honor
specially marked $11.99 Bloomin’ y MEMORIAL
4 Good bouquet sold throughout Wednesdays at 6:30 pm DAY

May 2026 at the Stop & Shop

located at 469 Pleasant Street,

Attleboro, will give back $1 to

Second Congregational Church

Business Office
Food Pantry

will be closed
Monday, May 25%
Memorial Day

P

Second Church
Yard Sale

May 30, 2026

9am - 12noon

Last Day to drop off donations is
Saturday 5/23
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110:00 AM Worship
Communion
Sunday School

11:15 AM CE
Committee
Meeting

6:00 PM
Confirmation
Class

10

'8:30 AM OQutreach

| & Missions
Committee
Meeting

110:00 AM Worship
Sunday School

11:15 AM Uke
Group

{
|
1

17

10:00 AM Worship
Sunday School |

3:00 PM Oure |
Pleasure
Concert -
Abyssopelagic

6:00 PM
Confirmation
Class

24 |
10:00 AM Worship
Sunday
‘ School |
11:15 AM Church |

Council Meeting |
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8:00 AM J&J
Spring
Conference

6:30 PM Cub
Scout Pack

Show &
Open House
6:00 PM
Preschool
Art Show &

|
|
|
|
|
i

Open House |

3:00 PM Food
Pantry
Distribution

5:00 PM Rock
Voices
Rehearsal

6:30 PM J&J
Board of
Directors
Meeting

7:00 PM
Facilities
Committee
Meeting

25

Next Month's
Voice
Deadline

5:00 PM Rock
Voices
Rehearsal

i

|
|

i
|

|
|

i

May 2026

Second Congregational Church

Events

5 6
7:00 PM OP 6:30 PM Cub Scout
Practice Meeting
6:30 PM The
Chosen
Discussion
Group
13
:00 pm Beatles [10:00 AM
Bible Communion
Discussion Visitation
17:00 PM OP Meeting
Practice 6:30 PM Cub Scout
Meeting
6:30 PM The
Chosen
Discussion
| Group
19 20
6:00 pm Beatles 6:30 PM The
Bible Chosen
‘ Discussion Discussion
7:00 PM Group
Administration 6:30 PM Cub Scout
Committee Meeting
| Zoom Meeting
i7:00 PM OP
| Practice
|
|
|
|
|
26 27

'Set Up For Yard

7:00 PM OP

Memorial Day |

31 t
10:00 AM Worship |

Sunday School
Baptism

Business

pffice Closed

‘« Set Up For Yard
Sale Sat 5/30 |  Sale Sat 5/30 »
» 16:30 PM Cub Scout
| Meeting

16:30 PM The

| Chosen

| Discussion

| Group
7:00 PM PFLAG
| MEETING

Practice

|
|
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6:00 PM Troop
34 Meeting

6:30 PM Bell
Choir
Rehearsal

7:30 PM Adult
Choir
Rehearsal
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6:00 PM Troop
34 Meeting

6:30 PM Bell
Choir
Rehearsal

7:30 PM Adult
Choir
Rehearsal
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5:00 PM Board
of Deacons
Meeting

6:00 PM Troop
34 Meeting

6:30 PM Bell
Choir
Rehearsal

7:00 PM Boy
Scouts
Committee
Meeting
Zoom

7:30 PM Adult
Choir
Rehearsal
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« Set Up For
Yard Sale
Sat 5/30

6:00 PM Troop
34 Meeting

|

8

12:30 PM Color
Our World

2:30 PM
Crafternoon

6:00 PM Young

| Adult Open

Mic

|

115

13:00 PM Private

| Piano Recital
Rehearsal

i29

'« Set Up For

. Yard Sale
Sat 5/30

8:00AM ,
42" Annual May |
Breakfast!

9

8:00 am
Church
Work Day |

6:00 PM Coffee |
House & {
Open Mic

16 ;

11:00 AM |
Private Piano
Recital

23

30
9:00 AM
Yard Sale!




