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Prelude Schmiicke dich, o liebe Seele, BWV 654 J.S. Bach
(“Adorn yourself, dear soul, with gladness™)

Welcome & Announcements

*Call to Worship Jim Flaxington, Liturgist

Liturgist: Everlasting God, you are the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow,

People: But our lives are but a moment in time, here today and gone
tomorrow.

Liturgist: You have promised for all who believe in you, the gift of eternal life

People: But how we live today still affects our lives and the lives of those
around us.

Liturgist: Help us to live every day to the fullest, trusting God will guide our
way.

People: Prepare us, God, for the life before us, and may all we do bring
glory to you! ‘

*Hymn “The God of Abraham Praise” No. 16

*Prayer of Invocation

Liturgist: Let us pray together.

All: Gracious and Loving God, you are not a God who simply
watches from a distance. You are a God who is active in our lives
and who wants to live fully here and now as well as throughout
eternity. Help us to seize the moment, to live every day to its
fullest so that we are prepared not only for all the joys and
concerns of this life, but so that we are ready to live with you.
Amen,

Response “Gloria Parri” No. 734
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shali be,
world without end. Amen, Amen.

Anthem “Just as T Am™ Bob Chilcott

Throughout the bulletin, when you see an * you are invited to stand if you are able.



Pastoral Prayer
Prayers of Joys and Concerns of the People
Lord’s Prayer

Pastor: Let us pray as Christ our savior has taught us.

All: Our Father, who art in heaven. Hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation. But
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory, forever. Amen,

Offertory
*Doxology “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” No. 34
*Prayer of Dedication
*Hymn “Sweet, Sweet Spint” No. 134
(Sing rwice)
Scripture Romans 8:6-11 NT p. 149
Sermon “Deep Work™ Rev. Dr Will Sencabaugh
*Hymn “Rise Up, O Saints of God” No. 590
*Benediction
Response “Savior, Again fto Your Dear Name"' No. 711, vs. 1
Savior, again to your dear name we raise
with one accord our parting hymn of praise;
we give you thanks before our worship cease,
and now departing, wait your word of peace.
Postlude FugueinC 1.S. Bach

(from the Toccata, Adagio and Fugue, BWV 564)

If you are leaving the sanctuary during the postiude, please do so quietly.



Some Notes on “Just as I Am”
—Bill MacPherson

If you are of a certain age (as I am), your likely association with
the hymn “Just as I Am” (Hymnal, No. 354} is as the altar call of
Billy Graham’s massive evangelistic “crusades” in the last half of
the 20" century. This morning’s anthem, by the contemporary
British composer Bob Chilcott, is from a different point of view:
not the public spectacle of a come-to-Jesus moment, but the inner
struggles of the hymn’s author, Charlotte Elliott (1789-1871).

She grew up in a well-off, educated household. One grandfather
was an evangelical Anglican minister, as were two of her brothers.
She wrote poetry and was an engaging conversationalist with
friends in literary circles. But, according to a brief biography by
her sister Eleanor, she was struck, seemingly out of the blue, with a
severe illness around the age of 30. The nature of the illness is
never identified (perhaps unknown in the 1820°s) but seems to
have had both physical and mental aspects. My sense is that, in
part, she became severely depressed. Whatever bodily ailments
affected her, she lived to the age of 82.

In 1821 she was visited by the Swiss evangelist and hymn writer
H. A. César Malan, whom Eleanor described as Charlotte’s
“spiritual physician.” Having struggled with feelings of
unworthiness, Charlotte confided to Malan that she did not know
how to “come to Christ.” Malan told her, “Come, just as you are.”

Ten years later she became a complete invalid, spending much
time alone in her room. She wrote in a letter to Eleanor, “there are
periods and feelings which utterly disable me, and then perfect
solitude is heavy.” She yearned to be useful in the busy household,
but, at the same time, continued to write. In 1834 she edited The
Invalid s Hymn-Book, to which she added more than a hundred
hymns, including “Just as I Am,” inspired by Malan’s advice.



Chilcott’s anthem begins, not with the rich, rolling chords of the
altar-call hymn but with a single soprano melody, almost
tentatively. Are we hearing Charlotte Elliott’s voice?

Later, complex rhythmic interactions of the vocal lines and tense
harmonies illustrate “conflict” and “fightings within and fears
without.” A quieter section for women’s voices expresses Elliott’s
faith in the promises of “the Lamb of God.” Chilcott uses
complicated back-and-forth rhythms between the vocal parts to
show how Jesus’s love has “broken every barrier” to Jesus’s
acceptance of our imperfect selves.

“Here for a season, then above,” Elliott concludes (and Chilcott
states simply) — but here, she says, to demonstrate purposefully
“the breadth, length, depth and height™ of “that free love.”

Just as T am, without one plea but that thy blood
was shed for me, and that thou bid’st me come to thee,
O Lamb of God, I come.
Just as I am, though toss’d about with many a conflict,
many a doubt, fightings within and fears without,
O Lamb of God, I come.
Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind;
Sight, riches, healing of the mind, yea, all I need in thee to find,
O Lamb of God, 1 come.
Just as [ am, thou wilt receive, wilt welcome,
pardon, cleanse, relieve, because thy promise I believe,
O Lamb of God, I come.
Just as I am (thy love unknown has broken every barrier down;)
now to be thine, yea, thine alone,
O Lamb of God, I come.
Just as [ am, of that free love the breadth, length,
depth, and height to prove, here for a season, then above,
O Lamb of God, I come.



The Lead Deacon this month is Charlie Oliver assisted by Nancy Tariot.
Meetings and Activities

Sunday, 22nd 10:00 am | Worship/Sunday School
11:15 am ¢ Church Council Meeting
11:15 am | Palm Sunday Processional Practice

Monday, 23 April Voice Deadline
Tuesday, 24 6:00 pm | Book Study Group — Climate Church,
Climate World
Wednesday, 25" 6:30 pm | “The Chosen” Discussion Group
6:30 pm | Cub Scout Meeting
Thursday, 26% 6:00 pm | Troop 34 Meeting

6:30 pm | Bell Choir Rehearsal
7:30 pm | Adult Choir Rehearsal

Sunday, 29% 10:00 am | Worship/Sunday School

Palm Sunday Palm Sunday Processional

Monday, 30" 3:00 pm | Food Pantry

Tuesday, 31% 6:00 pm | Book Study Group - Climate Church,

Climate World

APRIL

Wednesday, 1st 6:30 pm | “The Chosen” Discussion Group
6:30 pm | Cub Scout Meeting

Thursday, 2™ 6:00 pm | Maundy Thursday Service

Maundy Thursday 6:00 pm | Troop 34 Meeting
7:00 pm | Bell Choir Rehearsal
7:00 pm | Adult Choir Rehearsal

Sunday, 5% 6:00 am | Sunrise Service
Easter 10:00 am | Easter Worship/Communion

The Prayer Shawl Ministry will be selling crocheted bunnies at Coffee
Hour today for $5. Proceeds will help aﬂivet the purchase of yarn for

shawls, &~

A_lo.é:,

We have great news! Second Congregational Church Food Pantry has been
selected again as a nonpraofit partner in the Shaw's GIVE BACK WHERE IT
COUNTS Reusable Bag Program. The Food Pantry will receive $1 for each
$3.00 GIVE BACK WHERE IT COUNTS Reusable Bag sold during the month
of April 2026 at Shaw's located at 125 Robert Toner Bivd, Attleboro Falis.

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service
obtained from ONE LICENSE #A-735773. All rights reserved.
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The God of Abraham Praise
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Sweet, Sweet Spirﬁt
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590 Rise Up, O Saints of God!
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