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SECOND CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF ATTLEBORO, UCC GoDp IS STILL SPEAKING

THE VOICE

We warmly welcome everyone to celebrate God’s love by joining in dynamic worship,
creating genuine community, and serving all with justice and respect.
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From the Pastor’s Desk:

“You are not a cog. You are creative. You are a valuable asset to your family and your community. You are a person
who can make a difference to an organization.
You are capable of having an impact, leaving a legacy, creating things that are outstanding. You are not ordinary.
You are remarkable!” (The Big Moo, 2005)
Lent is our time of reflection and preparation for the coming of the Easter season. The 40 days (not including Sundays)
is a solemn time of introspection. This can be seen as a time for individual repentance for the coming period of deep
spiritual renewal.
It shouldn’t surprise us that Lent carries us from winter into the spring season. We may start with Ash Wednesday
and blizzard like conditions and finish Lent by seeing the flowers budding on Easter morning. That 6 week period is
a time for us to give up something if we really need to give something up, and to take something on, if we really want
to push ourselves to grow. Some may see it as a time to deprive ourselves of something we really enjoy (candy,
chocolate, etc.) while others may view this as a period of challenging our growing edges.
Lent will officially begin with our Ash Wednesday service on February 18 at 6 pm.
On Tuesday evenings, from 6 - 7 pm—we will have our Lenten Book Discussion. The book we will be reading the
book Climate Church, Climate World: How People of Faith Must World for Change by The Rev. Dr. Jim Antal. There
will be copies available in the church office.
In previous years I have maintained a theme throughout Lent. I am pretty sure that people do not want me to preach
on a single topic like Climate Change for six Sundays, so I may be using another resource throughout Lent, a
Celebration of Discipline: A Path to Spiritual Growth by Richard Foster. This book shares different spiritual
disciplines that can help us to a more fulfilling spiritual life. It’s a book I like to go back to every five years or so.
Celebration of Discipline may be a guide for our Lenten journey.
Readers of Foster’s book are invited to explore different spiritual practices or disciplines. You may find that one
discipline might resonate with you more than the others. I would encourage you to explore that. You may choose to
extend the practice of that discipline beyond the time of Lent. Wouldn’t it be wonderful if everyone in the church
found one spiritual discipline that truly fed their soul, and found their lives enriched by setting aside time for a deeper
spiritual connection.
It is my hope that all in the church will be able to participate in some way. Lent is a journey that we take together, but
of course—we are all pilgrims making our way. We can try to find our own way- but the journey is so much better,
when we do it together.
I hope to meet you all on the road during this Lenten journey.
Peace,
Rev. Will Sencabaugh



LENTEN BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP

The Book Discussion Group will meet on Tuesday evenings, from 6-7 pm in the Conference Room. The book we will be
reading is Climate Church, Climate World: How People of Faith Must Work for Change by The Rev. Dr. Jim Antal. The
cost of the book will be $10 to those that want to get them in the church office. This is meant to be a group of people who are
free to express their thoughts, concerns and insights from the book we will all be reading each week. We don’t need experts,
just people willing to listen and share.

During Lent, I would encourage folks to read Celebration of Discipline by Richard Foster as well. I will be reading this (again)
during Lent. This is one of the great books on the spiritual disciplines. Who knows, you may choose to practice one of them
(or all of them) — and it may enhance your religious experience.

COFFEE HOUSE AND OPEN MIC(S) FOR FEBRUARY ....

The Second Friday Open Mic and Coffee House for TEENS is on February 13, from 6-8 pm. Any teenager that would like to
perform at this Open Mic and Coffee House is welcome to take to the stage. If someone of college age should show up—they
would be welcome to perform as well. We are really trying to foster a community building event for our young people. If you
know someone who might be interested in performing a song, or share some poetry then please encourage them to attend.

If you are interested in helping to get this amazing ministry off the ground and running, please talk to Rev. Will. Ultimately,
we’d like to have the young people run this event. However, it will take the help and guidance of some adult mentors to walk
beside them as they plan and organize.

Last month, we had four very brave young women share their talent with us. It was great. One family came back the next night...
The Second Saturday Open Mic and Coffee House for ALL ages will take place on Valentine’s Day, February 14, 6-8 pm.

This coffee house is open to all ages and all skill levels. We sing songs, tell stories and build community. We are always open
to anyone in the community who wants to share....

The main rule for both Open Mics is “respect the building and respect the people!”

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING, SUPER BOWL SUNDAY, February 8!!!!

Started by a youth group in 1990, Souper Bowl of Caring has since grown all over the world, collecting more than $100 million
donated back into their own community. The Souper Bowl of Caring began with a simple prayer: "Lord, even as we enjoy the
Super Bowl football game, help us be mindful of those who are without a bowl of soup to eat." This evolved into an inspiring
youth-led movement to help hungry and hurting people around the world.

This prayer, delivered by Brad Smith, then a seminary intern serving at Spring Valley Presbyterian Church in Columbia, SC,
gave birth to an idea. Why not use Super Bowl weekend, a time when people come together for football and fun, to also unify
the nation for a higher good: collecting dollars and canned food for the needy? Y outh could collect donations at their schools and
churches in soup pots and then send every dollar DIRECTLY to a local charity of THEIR choice.

That was 1990. Since then, ordinary young people have generated an extraordinary $100 million for soup kitchens, food banks
and other charities in communities across the country. In addition, hundreds of thousands of youth have experienced for
themselves the joy and satisfaction of giving and serving, inspiring people of all ages to follow their generous example.

I have led churches to participate in the Souper Bowl of Caring at every church I have served since

1996! It is infinitely more fun when the New England Patriots are in the Super Bowl- and I can now say that the Pats have been
in a Super Bowl during my time each church that I have served! Go Pats!

This is how we can make the Souper Bowl of Caring more engaging and fun...

-Invite friends! This is how the church grows. This is probably going to be the weirdest worship service they will attend in any
church—but we do WORSHIP.

-Come dressed in your favorite sports team attire. Pats, Celtics, Army, Navy, NAHS, AHS, Yankees or Red Sox——celebrate
your team. Show your team colors. You know what I am going to be sporting.

-Bring money or non-perishable food items to donate to our local food pantry.

-Bring something to share “pot-luck” for the Tailgate Party that we’ll host in Fellowship Hall following the worship service!
Think—tailgate foods—wings, pizza, dips, salsa, chips, etc.



-The worship service will be broken into four quarters with a half time show, and perhaps a few surprises along the way.

-Show your spirit for the Spirit!

-Again, invite your friends and family—Iet’s show everyone that we can be traditional and fun! Who knows they may just want
to come back and make Second Church their first choice.

Most importantly, this service is about worshipping the God that blesses us with grace and mercy—and this service gives us
another chance to share that grace and mercy with others suffering from food insecurity in our community.

Finally, if you don’t come to church that morning and the Patriots lose in the Super Bowl, well, you wouldn’t want to carry
around that kind of guilt. So, come to church!

Rev. Will continues to keep office hours at the Burgundian and Skyroc February 10™ -26™

He will be at the Burgundian on Tuesday mornings from 9:30- 11 AM. He will be at Skyroc on Thursday evenings from 6 — 7:30

PM.

Rev. Will is available to meet at other times, please call, email or text to set up an appointment.

SERVICE NOTES

The Deacon of the month is Carissa Johnstone assisted by Ed McCarthy.

February 1%

Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany - Communion

Scripture: Matthew 5:13-20
Sermon: “A Salty Sermon”

February 8"  Souper Bowl Sunday
Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany

Scripture: Micah 6:1-8, Matthew 5:1-12

Sermon: “A Preacher in Sneakers”

Jack & Jill§Pre-School
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February may be a short month here at
Jack and Jill, but it is filled with plenty
of learning, laughter, and love. Our
classrooms are busy with curiosity,
connection, and meaningful moments
each day.

We are also excited to once again offer
Summer Preschool! To reach more
families, summer registration opened in
January this year. We will be offering

February 15"

Transfiguration Sunday

Scripture: Matthew 17:1-9
Sermon: “Vertical or Horizontal Morality”

February 22"

First Sunday in Lent
Scripture: Matthew 4:1-11
Sermon: “The Coddling of the American Church”

six weeks of summer preschool
throughout the summer. If you know a
family looking ahead to September or
searching for a summer preschool
option, please feel free to send them our
way, we would love to connect with
them.

This time of year is especially
rewarding, as we truly begin to see the
growth children have made since the
start of the school year. They are
comfortable in their classrooms,
confident in their routines, and are
forming strong friendships. Their
personalities are shining, and so much
learning is happening; it really is a
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wonderful time to be a preschool
educator.

In February, we will -celebrate
Valentine’s Day with a Valentine’s Day
Dance on Thursday, February 12th.
During the dance, we will also be
hosting a diaper and baby wipe drive to
support the Family Resource Center in
Attleboro. We look forward to coming
together as a community and dancing the
night away for a great cause.

We appreciate everyone’s
understanding as we made the decision
to postpone Spaghetti Supper and Candy
Bingo, which turned out to be the right
choice with so many families affected by
the flu at the end of January. We are



happy to share that the event has been
rescheduled for Friday, March 20th, and
we are especially excited to bring back
our Opportunity Baskets! Order forms
for dinner and bingo are now available
in the office, and we hope to see many
of you there.

Wishing you a happy and healthy
February!

Katrina Lay
Executive Director

Women’s Fellowship

Save the Dates: Our May Breakfast on
May 2, 2026, and our Indoor/Outdoor
Yard Sale on May 30, 2026. Also, the
Holiday Fair will be on Nov. 7. Please
let us know what you would like to do.
Start cleaning out your closets! On
February 20, 2026, we will have a May
Basket workshop at 2:30 on Friday in
fellowship hall with Janet Blair. Please
come enjoy fellowship and get ready for
the May Breakfast. Coffee Hour will
need help starting on February
22. Sandy Saunders is having some
work done on her leg. Sandy and Jerry
Gawlik and Judy and Ernie Boucher are
my cleanup helpers We always need
people to set up, serve drinks, and bring
snacks to share on the Sharing
Table. Please let me know if you can
help. Call Sandy at 508-699-2738, email
at sandrasaunders99@gmail.com, or
sign up on Sunday.

One more important date to save is
March 15 is going to be a Celebration of
Retirement for two special ladies. Jessie
Macomber is retiring from the Kitchen.
Betsy Pray is retiring from doing her
soup. We would love you to come to
church, to thank these ladies for the
service they have done for the church
and Women's Fellowship. After church
we will have cake, coffee, tea and hot
cocoa and wonderful fellowship.
Happy Valentine's Day
from Women Fellowship
Sandy Saunders
Sandy Saunders, Treasurer
sandrasaunders99(@gmail.com
508-699-2738

____Music Notes |l Christian Education

CHOIR SCHEDULES

The Bell Choir and the Adult Choir will
rehearse on all the Thursdays in
February, with the possible exception of
February 19 (public school vacation
week).

The Adult Choir will sing on all the
Sundays in February. At an upcoming
rehearsal the Bell Choir will decide on a
date to play in church, probably early-
mid March. They will also play on
Easter Sunday, April 5 (earlier than
usual this year).

Bill MacPherson

Director of Music

Intergenerational Sacred Dance

Sacred Dance practices will be held on
February 7, 14, and 21st and all are
welcome to join! We gather at 9am on
Saturdays for about 45 minutes of
stretching, learning new dances for
worship, and a little bit of just “fun
dance”. Ifyou or your child is interested
in joining or has any questions, please let
me know at (508) 409-7919. Hope to see
you then!

Diane Osborne

OUTREACH & MISSIONS

Our project for the month of February
will support a would-be Eagle Scout! It's
a wonderful way to celebrate the
Scouts. Please see the flyer on page 7 of
the Voice, brought to our attention by
Jen Turcotte.

Something to feel good about: gratitude
is flooding in from the various
organizations to which we contributed in
December; you can see some of the
letters on our bulletin board located in
the hallway on your way from the
sanctuary to Fellowship Hall.

The next Crafternoon will be Friday 13
(1) at 2:30: let's see what Valentine's Day
projects we can complete! Come for the
crafts, come for the fellowship! No
experience needed, but all experience
welcome! We'd love to hear YOUR
ideas.

Next meeting of Outreach and Missions:
8:30 a.m., February 8.

Paula Foresman

Welcome to the new year, we have great
things in store and hope you will join in
the fun!

In January we continued exploring with
the Social Justice theme and began
preparations for the Souper Bowl of
Caring to be held February 8th. During
Lent with the younger class we will
wonder about Last Things with help
from the Growing in God’s Love
curriculum as well as at-home Lenten
kits.

Christian Education Committee: Our
February meeting was planned was
February 1st, however as Church
Council was postponed to this date due
to snow I will connect with committee
members separately. If anyone who is
interested in joining our committee,
offering their time as a classroom
volunteer, or would like to help with
Family Fellowship events please contact
me anytime or join us for a future
meeting.

Family Fellowship: Many thanks to all
who joined us for the annual BINGO
Dinner last month. It takes many hands
and smiles coming together for these
special events and I am extremely
grateful for all of your support!

Souper Bowl of Caring

Back in September I asked the younger
Sunday School class to vote on things
they would like to do this year. The one
unanimous vote was for the Souper
Bowl of Caring and to raise our goals
over last year. As we began our planning
this month we discussed the foods
needed most often and some that can be
difficult for folks to use. They set a goal
of raising $1000 and receiving 300
nonperishable food items. Children and
youth will be gathering at 9:30 to collect
non-perishable food and monetary
donations to support our Second Church
Food Pantry before and after the service
on Sunday February 8thand we will
have a special tailgate following
worship.

Mardi Gras Pancake Brunch
Following worship on Sunday February
15th, come celebrate Fat Tuesday a few
days early with us by enjoying tasty
chocolate chip and plain pancakes!
Gluten free options, pork and vegetarian
sausages, fruit, coffee, tea, and juice will
also be served. Please speak to a member
of the CE Committee if you’d like to
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help prep, flip, serve, or clean up. We
greatly appreciate it!

Palm Sunday Processional

On Sunday March 29th the Sunday
School will participate in our Palm

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

Sunday worship service with the 1 Aidan Lancaster
Intergenerational Sacred Dancers. More R .
details to come as we get closer to Lent. s 2 AuFlrey L}bby
If you know of a new family that would Elliot Withers
like to build community, explore faith, 4 Hannah Melker
and seek compassionate justice, please Clara Stuen
feel free to invite them to join us anytime Dessert Buffet Fundraiser 6 Dave Bozzi
throughout the year. If you didn’t get a Saturday, February 14®, 2-4pm .ave ozzl
chance to register for Sunday School, $10 per person, dine in 8 Liz Hunt
you can at any time of the year by Enjoy a Sweet-Tart! 9 Prudie Bliss
requesting a form from a teacher or Jim Kelley
?Eember I:)f the CE Com?lttee. ” Ruth Alice Ottmar
you have any questions, ideas, or .
would like to volunteer please feel to 13 Deb Goulding
reach out to me. 15 Derrick Janson
Diane.osborne713@gmail.com or Erika Pearson
(508) 409-7919 ) Tara Tetreault
Diane Osborne :
Chair of Christian Education 3 16 Samantha Cassidy
od v S5 18 Sue Janson
COMMUNION Business Office Bill Richards
wilbeolosed oy o

The Communion Visitation Team
continues to visit folks who are unable to
attend services. We're happy to visit
your home for fellowship, regardless of

Monday, Feb 161

- ‘\\

l§> .

-

whether you choose to take communion. / 7 \ R
We will certainly wear masks and ! ‘ i N i\ m
observe all precautions necessary. You \ CHOSEN / ‘ *+
may communicate with Michele in the N ]

church office or Cathy Giannetti, Ralph
Giannetti, Karen Slawson, Marcia
Weidner and Roberta Zarrella, who are
part of the team.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY

PSM will meet on Monday, February
16", at 2:00 in the Parlor. Shawls are a
tremendous comfort to individuals
experiencing a loss or other traumatic
event in their lives. New members are
always welcome. Contact me if you
have questions.

The Chosen Discussion Group
Meets Weekly on
Wednesdays at 6:30 pm

NEW EVENT

The Young Adult Coffee House
Friday Feb 13, 6-8 pm

Mardi Gras Pancake Luncheon
Sunday Feb 15% at 11am

BIRTHDAYS

May Day Basket

Janet Blair will be hosting a
May Day Basket Workshop
Friday February 20™ at 2:30 pm
All are welcome!

Roberta Ferguson

Ages 13 — 22
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2026

Second Congregational Church

Events
Sun | Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
10:00 AM 6:30 PM Cub  |6:00 PM Book 6:30 PM Cub 6:00 PM Troop |5:00 PM Set Up |9:00 AM
Worship/Communion Scout Pack Study - Scout Meeting 34 Meeting for Pinewood
Sunday School Looking 6:30 PM The 6:30 PM Bell Pinewood Derby
11:15 AM Church Backward Chosen Choir Derby 9:00 AM
Council Meeting Discussion Rehearsal Sacred
6:00 PM Confirmation Group 7:30 PM Adult Dance Practice
Class Choir
Rehearsal
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
8:30 AM Outreach & 10:00 AM 6:00 PM J&J 2:30 PM Color [9:00 AM
Missions Committee Communion Valentine's Our World Sacred
Meeting Visitation Dance 2:30 PM Dance
10:00 AM Worship- Meeting 6:00 PM Troop Crafternoon Practice
Souper Bowl Sunday 6:30 PM Cub 34 Meeting |6:00 PM Young |6:00 PM Coffee
Sunday School Scout Meeting 6:30 PM Bell Adult Open House &
11:15 AM Uke Group 6:30 PM The Choir Mic Open Mic
Chosen Rehearsal
Discussion 7:30 PM Adult
Group Choir
Rehearsal
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
10:00 AM Worship 2:00 PM 6:00 PM Ash 5:00 PM Board (2:30 PM May |9:00 AM
Sunday School Wednesday of Deacons Basket Sacred
11:00 AM Mardi Gras Service Meeting Workshop |Dance
Pancake Luncheon |6:30 PM J&J 6:30 PM The 6:00 PM Troop Practice
6:00 PM Confirmation Board of Chosen 34 Meeting
Class Directors Discussion 6:30 PM Bell
Meeting Group Choir
7:00 PM 6:30 PM Cub Rehearsal
Facilities Scout Meeting 7:00 PM
Committee Boyscouts
Meeting Committee
Meeting
Zoom
7:30 PM Adult
Choir
Rehearsal
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
10:00 AM Worship Next Month's  6:00 PM Book 6:30 PM Cub 6:00 PM Troop
Sunday School Voice Study - Scout Meeting 34 Meeting
11:15 AM Church Deadline Climate 6:30 PM The 6:30 PM Bell
Council Meeting 3:00 PM Food Church, Chosen Choir
Pantry Climate World Discussion Rehearsal
Distribution (7:00 PM Group 7:30 PM Adult
Administration|7:00 PM PFLAG Choir
Zoom Meeting MEETING Rehearsal
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Donate Items for Sensory Bags to

Help Special Needs Individuals in Crisis

Hello my name is Brayden Brouillard, and Tam a
senior in high school who is trying to reach Eagle
within Boy Scouts — the highest rank there is — and
I cannot do this alone. My brother Jon, who means
the world to me and my family, has autism, severe
anxiety and sensory needs. I want to help people like
my brother and their families when they are in crisis,
50 I am creating sensory bags filled with items that
help calm those with special needs.
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Lightly-used items are encouraged to be donated.

If you would like to send new items directly to me, click the QR code.

Donations will be accepted through FEBRUARY 22 and will distributed
through RIPIN, a nonprofit organization dedicated to improving the lives of
special needs individuals. I hope together we can spread some love in a world

that is ravaged by anxieties and insecurities.

For more information or to arrange pickup of donated items, email

BraydenEagle26@gmail.com

Items needed include

coloring books and crayons
sketchbooks

sensory stickers

stickers with uplifting messaging
small stuffed animals

nightlights

gallon storage bags

Please help me uplift families similar to mine
and ease the struggles and challenges of a truly
exceptional individual like my brother.




