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Prelude “We Three Kings” arr, Gwyneth Walker
Welcome & Announcements

Sacred Dance “No Obvious Angels™ Words: Shirley Erena Murray

The Intergenerational Sacred Dance Group  Music: Dan Damon
Diane Osborne, director

*Call to Worship (Galatians 4:4-7) Charlie Oliver, Liturgist
Liturgist: Through Christ, we are one with God. We are flesh and Spirit, joy
and sorrow.

People: We are more than what we seem.

Liturgist: Christ was God’s gift to us, and we celebrate always this gift of
eternal grace.

People: We are redeemers and we are the redeemed.

Liturgist: We have received the most lovely gift, and for that, we sing a great
song of peace.

People: We have received it in order to go forth, to share Christ’s love
with all who love to listen.

*Hymn “The First Noel” No. 229

*Prayer of Invocation

Liturgist: Let us pray together.

All: God of kings and paupers, of the satisfied and the destitute,
shine your light into this place. Be present as we worship and
bring the gift of our praise, and go with us as we leave, so that
your light may shine in our hearts always, illumining the way to
your love. Amen.

Response “Gloria Patri” No. 734

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, Amen.

Anthem “In the Bleak Midwinter” Gustav Holst, arr. Craig Courtney

Pastoral Prayer
Prayers of Joys and Concerns of the People
Lord’s Prayer

Pastor: Let us pray as Christ our savior has taught us.

All: Our Father, who art in heaven. Hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation. But
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory, forever. Amen.

Offertory
*Doxology “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” No. 34
*Prayer of Dedication

Throughout the bulletin, when you see an * you are invited to stand if yvou are able.



Scripture Matthew 2:1-12 NTp.7

Sermon “A Wise Man Sermon™  Rev. Dr Will Sencabaugh
Gathering Hymn “As We Gather at Your Table,” (Verse 1) No. 695
Sunday School Arrival

Celebration of the Sacrament of Communion
Grape juice is substituted for wine. The communion bread is gluten free.

Communion Prayer

Minister: Christ be with you,

People: And also, with you.

Minister: Let us lift up one another,

People: Let us lift up one another to God.

Minister: Let us give thanks to God who is still speaking and listening and
interacting with creation.

People: It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Minister: Holy God, we praise and bless you for creation. With the faithful in
every place and time, we praise with joy your holy name.

All: Holy, holy, holy God of love and majesty, the whole universe speaks of
your glory, O God Most High.

Minister: We remember that on the night... “Do this as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of me.” Consecrate, therefore, by your Holy Spirit, these gifts of
bread and wine. Bless us that, as we receive them at this table, we may offer
you our faith and praise, we may be united with Christ and with one another,
and we may continue faithful in all things.

Al In the fellowship Christ gives us, we offer ourselves to you, eternal God,
and give thanks that you have called us to serve vou. Amen.

Breaking the Bread and Pouring the Wine

Minister: Through the broken bread we participate in the body of Christ. Through
the cup of blessing, we participate in the new life Christ gives.
Sharing of the Elements
Prayer of Thanksgiving
Minister: Let us pray together, (Roger Robbennolt)
All: Creator of the stars and skies, Our Protector as we rise,
Caught, as we are, in the web of time,
Strengthen us through bread and wine.
Enshrouded by the fall of night, Reveal to us eternal light, Amen.

*Hymn “As with Gladness” No. 236
*Benediction
Response "Savior, Again to Your Dear Name” No. 711, vs. 1

Savior, again to your dear name we raise
with. one accord our parting hymn of praise;
we give you thanks before our worship cease,
and now departing, wait your word of peace.

Postlude “Bring a Torch, Jeanette, Isabella”  French carol, arr. Keith Chapman

If you are leaving the sanctuary during the postlude, please do so quietly.



Some Notes on “No Obvious Angels”
~Bill MacPherson

[Please find some time — perhaps during the piano prelude — to
read about this hymn. You'll be able to waich the dancers and their
choreography with a fuller understanding of the words the choir is
singing].

First, I want to thank Diane Osborne for “discovering” this hymn
for the Sacred Dance group. It’s in our Hymnal (No. 217), but I've
glossed over it in the past, given that the rhythm of the hymnal
tune is a bit complicated and not easy to sing at first sight. So, I've
never taken the time for a close reading of the lyrics. But Diane
also found, on YouTube, the version with Dan Damon’s tune,
which is simpler and (Diane and I both agree) a more
contemplative way to understand and appreciate Shirley Erena
Murray’s poetry.

Ms. Murray, who died five years ago at age 88, was a New
Zealander and the wife of a Presbyterian pastor. She began
composing hymn texts in the 1970°s, in her 40’s. Her
approximately 400 hymns are marked by modern language and an
emphasis on contemporary issues, including social justice and the
environment. Our own hymnal includes 16 by Ms. Murray. The
two that we have heard or sung most frequently are “For Everyone
Born, a Place at the Table,” No. 617 (which the choir has sung in
anthem form) and “Community of Christ,” No. 615 (which has
been sung as a congregational hymn many times and will be sung
again on January 18).

Since New Zealanders — and everyone else in the southern
hemisphere — celebrate Christmas at the beginning of summer,
Ms. Murray’s Christmas carols avoid the northern imagery of
frosty cold mornings and bleak midwinters.




In “No Obvious Angels” the point/counterpoint is not
winter/summer but Bethlehem/Attleboro [or your own city]. Her
lyrics begin by stating, factually, that on our Christmas Eves we
don’t really hear angel choirs or witness “thunderstruck
shepherds.” Rather, in our place and time (“the here and the now™),
we experience the Christmas message through “star-sighted people
... who wake us to see a new world.”

Moreover (in verse 2) Ms. Murray tells us that anyone has “angel
potential,” enabled by the guidance of the Holy Spirit. And (in
verse 3) that angels aren’t confined to St. Luke’s narrative, but that
“we are the angels” [emphasis mine] who can both “dream and
deliver.”

No Obvious Angels

No obvious angels sing through the night skies,

no thunderstruck shepherds tell out their surprise,
For Christmas comes into the here and the now

through star-sighted people, the watchful and hopeful,
Who wake us to see a new world.

Our angel potential is waiting to start!

The Spirit will teach us the song of the heart,
For Christmas comes into the here and the now

through peace-maker people, the just and the gentle,
The stars who will light the new world.

Whoever will take it is given the role:
the fruitful, the faithful, the joyous of soul,
For Christmas comes into the here and the now
when we are the angels who dream and deliver,
Who rise and create this new world!




The Lead Deacon this month is Wendy Oliver assisted by Nancy Tariot.
Meetings and Activities

Sunday, 4th 10:00 am | Worship/Communion/ Sunday School
11:15 am | Women Fellowship Meeting
6:00 pm | Confirmation Class

Monday, 5 6:30 pm | Cub Scout Leader Meeting
Wednesday, 7% 6:30 pm | Cub Scout Meeting
Thursday, §th 4:00 pm | Altera Board Meeting
6:00 pm | Troop 34 Meeting
Friday, 9™ 2:30 pm | Craftemoon/ Color Qur World
6:00 pm | NEW- Young Adult Open Mic
Saturday, 10th 6:00 pm | Coffee House & Open Mic
Sunday, 11" 8:30 am | O & M Committee Meeting

10:00 am | Worship/ Sunday School

11:00 am | Stewardship Thank You Luncheon
11:15 am ! Uke Group

11:15 am | CE Committee Meeting

Tuesday, 131 6:00 pm | Book Study — Looking Backward

Wednesday, 14" 10:00 am { Communion Visitation Meeting
6:30 pm | The Chosen Discussion Group
6:30 pm | Cub Scout Meeting

Thursday, 15t 5:00 pm | Board of Deacons Meeting
6:00 pm | Troop 34 Meeting
7:00 pm | Scouts Committee Meeting

Sunday, 18" 10:00 am | Worship / Sunday School
6:00 pm | Confirmation Class
Monday, 19% 2:00 pm | Prayer Shawl Ministry
7:00 pm | Facilities Committee Meeting
Tuesday, 20" 6:00 pm | Book Study — Looking Backward
7.00 pm | Administration Committee Zoom
Meeting
Wednesday, 21% 6:30 pm | “The Chosen” Discussion Group
6:30 pm | Cub Scout Pack 33 Meeting
Thursday, 22 6:00 pm | Troop 34 Meeting

6:30 pm | Bell Choir Rehearsal
7:30 pm | Adult Choir Rehearsal

Saturday, 24" 9:00 am | Sacred Dance Practice
4:30 pm or | J&J Spaghetti Supper & Candy Bingo
6:15 pm

Women’s Fellowship Meeting Today at 11:15 am in the Ladies Parlor
'This is a very important meeting regarding the future of Women’s
feliowship fundraisers.

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service
obtained from ONE LICENSE #A-735773. All rights reserved.
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