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To receive TTHHEE  VVOOIICCEE by email, call the office or send an email 
 

TT HH EE   VV OO II CC EE   
We warmly welcome everyone to celebrate God’s love by joining in dynamic worship, 

creating genuine community, and serving all with justice and respect. 
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Pastor’s Message 

I am a product of the Bangor Theological Seminary ‘Sink or Swim’ model.  In Maine, there are 

many small rural churches, and they need pastors.  Bangor Seminary would offer up their students 

as ‘student pastors.’  Many churches, like the one I served, the Carmel Union Congregational 

Church (CUCC), saw their role as a teaching congregation.  They were used to students spending a 

year or two with them, and then be off to different charges upon completion of their studies.  It was 

the “Sink or Swim” model because student pastors didn’t have mentors on site.  They didn’t have 

Senior Pastors to go to with questions.  There was no ‘on-the-job’ training—we had to dive right 

in.  In addition to our studies, we had to write sermons EVERY week (in other student pastorates, 

where there is a Senior Pastor, you may only have to preach once a month, possibly get to officiate 

a wedding, baptize a child, or preside a funeral service) and everything we did was from scratch—

as there was no internet to ‘borrow’ from. 

I had a friend who was serving the CUCC as I was preparing to embark upon the student pastorate portion of my education.  

CUCC was a coveted church—it came with a parsonage!  Imagine being a college student with free housing.  I visited the 

church a couple of times to see my friend in action.  I collected bulletins from all the churches I visited, because I knew that 

someday I would have to plan and lead worship services.  After my friend graduated and moved away, the church was seeking 

a new pastor, and so I applied for the position. 

On June 25, 1995- I began my ministry at the CUCC.  When it came time for me to administer the sacrament of Communion, I 

had to refer to the UCC Book of Worship (and my notes are still written in book I used, because I wrote them in pen).  In going 

through the bulletins I had collected, I noticed I had two from CUCC, and it was perhaps divine intervention but they were both 

from Communion Sundays.  I noticed that they had a tradition of singing Blest Be the Tie That Binds for Communion.  The first 

two verses were sung before, and the second two were sung after the sacrament.  I found it odd that no one mentioned the 

tradition…but I was going to continue it. 

By the time I graduated, I had served the congregation for two years and it was time to leave Maine for another charge.  In my 

exit interview, they shared that they really liked the tradition—I started!!!—of singing Blest Be the Tie That Binds at 

Communion.   Prior to my arrival, the only time they did it were the two times that I visited my seminary friend! 

I was reminded of this recently when I was listening to a podcast delivered by the Rev. Kenneth Boyle.  In it he talks about 

how in each of the churches that he has served (including Second Church in Attleboro) the hymn Blest Be was sung during 

Communion.  Isn’t it funny how God works sometimes?  I wasn’t aware this was even happening as I was growing up—

probably because as a young person I wouldn’t have been in the sanctuary during Communion.  Yet, the Lord working in 

mysterious ways leads me back to a tradition. 

There is no escaping tradition and ritual.  And there are many that serve us well and we should cling to.  I like to say the Lord’s 

Prayer when I am with someone who is near death—because it is so well known, and I can tell that the person is saying the 

prayer with me.  The same is true for the 23rd Psalm.  Traditions are important and ritual brings us back to places that we long 

to be.  We may hear a song or hymn from our youth, and it is an instant time machine transporting us back to another place and 

time.  Our church is full of songs, smells, smiles, and traditions.  I pray that we never lose those things, while I pray that we 

create new lasting and life-giving rituals for a new generation. 

May God bless you all—and blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian Love, Rev. Will Sencabaugh 

PS- I would invite and encourage you all to check out the podcast, 

‘Walk with Ken Boyle’  https://walkwithkenboyle.com/2022/03/16/my-brother-milton-episode-31/ 1  
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INSTALLATION OF THE MINISTER        OCTOBER 23, 2022, 3 PM     ALL ARE INVITED!    YOU ARE INVITED! 

The Old Colony Association of the Southern New England Conference of the United Church of Christ, 

Second Congregational Church of Attleboro, and the Reverend Dr. S. William Sencabaugh 

will celebrate the covenantal relationship between Rev. Will and Second Church. 

It will also be a time to reaffirm the covenantal relationship of all the church in the Old Colony Association. 

This is a time of celebration in the life of our church.  Wonderful music will be played and sung. 

Inspiring words will be offered.  Come and support not only our new pastor, search committee, music ministry, 

but all of the ministry that serves our members and community on Sundays and throughout the week. 

OPEN MIC / COFFEE HOUSE, Second Saturday, October 8th, 6 to 8 PM     Fellowship Hall 

(Please note the time change) 

One of the goals of the church should be to try to help and build community.  We are a downtown church, and we should 

be bringing folks together in our beautiful church.  It doesn’t have to be strictly religious offerings, but when people come 

together in a spirit of fellowship, building up community, I believe the Spirit is present.  One of the things we have been 

offering is an Open Mic and Coffee House.  Each month (we have had 3) we have seen more people participating with the 

promise that they would tell a couple of their friends.  Let’s remember that is how Jesus started his ministry (he told two 

friends, and they told two friends, and so on).  We are seeing new and older faces.  People are talking about it!  You are 

welcome to attend or participate by sharing a song, poem, reading—whatever you would like.  You are welcome to listen 

and doodle, or listen and play on your phone.  We ask for a $5 donation (if you can).   This is one way to reach out to our 

community and invite them into God’s space.  We look forward to more exciting opportunities in the future. 

HOLIDAY FAIR! 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5TH 

9:00 AM TO 2 PM 
Our Annual Church Fair is fast 
approaching!  We hope you have been 
saving up gently used toys, recent 
release books (no magazines or 
textbooks please), DVD’s, jewelry, 
games and puzzles.  Please leave items 
for Grandma’s Attic on the back stage 
steps.  Call the church office if you 
have a question.  Items may be left 
inside the back door on the stage steps. 

Pie making will be held on Saturdays, 
October 22nd and 29th starting at 9:00 
am.  We hope you can join us. 

Apple pies (10 inch) and Beef Barley 
and Minestrone soup (quarts) may be 
pre-ordered.  To order, call the office or 
order on Sunday or in the office during 
business hours, M-Th, 9-1. 

For those canning/preserving your 
garden bounty (pickles, relishes, 
jams/jellies, etc.) over the summer, 
please consider making donations to 
Ruthie’s Pantry.  Empty jars may be 
donated as well.  Craft items and knit 
goods will also be graciously accepted. 

We are preparing for another terrific 
silent auction for our Fair this year.  If 
you have a special item or talent that 
you think might work, please speak 
with Sandy or Fred Saunders or call the 
office. 

Small pots of two to five inches are 
needed for the Plant Table.  Many of 
the plants slated for the Fair have 

thrived this summer and need to be 
divided.  Call Anne or Henry Reiley at 
508-222-6146 or the church office to 
arrange pickup or delivery. 

We will need all hands on deck to move 
Grandma’s Attic to the Conference 
Room on Sunday evening, October 
30th at 6:00 pm.  Please come and help 
if you can.  Many hands make light 
work! 

Our Annual Holiday Fair is an ALL-
CHURCH event, and we need 
everyone’s help to make it successful.  
Please sign up at Coffee hour during 
October or call or email Sandy if 
you can help: 508-699-2738, 
sandrasaunders99@gmail.com. 

Come and shop, and be 

sure to tell your family, 

friends and neighbors! 

SERVICE NOTES 
The Deacon of the month is Ralph 

Giannetti. 

October 2nd 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Communion 

Scripture:  Jeremiah. 29:1, 4-7 

                  Luke 17:5-10 

Sermon: “Don’t Pave Over Your Faith” 

October 9th 

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Scripture:  Luke 17:11-19 

Sermon:  “The 10% Rule” 

October 16th 

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
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Scripture:  Luke 18:1-8 

Sermon:  “Quitting Time” 

October 23rd 

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 

Scripture Reading:  Luke 18:15-17 

Sermon: “YO-TH, what’s missing?” 

October 31st 

Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost 

Stewardship Sunday 

The sermon will be preached by a 

member of the church! 

BOOK STUDY GROUP 

OCTOBER, NOVEMBER, & DECEMBER 

I want to lead book studies at our 

church.  I will be mixing topics, 

authors, and even the level of 

theological difficulty.  Some books and 

topics are much ‘heavier’ than others.  I 

plan to look at books by Marcus Borg 

in Lent and Advent of 2023.  I will 

have other books in the mix as well in 

2023, but first… 

October 11, 18, 25 and November 1, 8 

6 – 7 pm 

I would like to lead a discussion on the 

book Mayflower by Nathaniel 

Philbrick.  All are welcome—even if 

you are not a Mayflower descendent!  

Come to as many sessions as you would 

like.  The story of the Pilgrims (our 

congregational ancestors) is fascinating, 

and Philbrick offers amazing insight 

into the life of a pilgrim before and 

after their voyage.  The first part of the 

book shares about the voyage and 

settlement.  The latter part speaks of 

King Philip’s War- which has a great 

mailto:sandrasaunders99@gmail.com


amount of local appeal.  We will read 

and discuss as much of the book as we 

can in those five sessions. 

November 29 and December 6 and 13 

6 - 7 pm 

I would like to lead a discussion on the 

book, A Christmas Carol by Charles 

Dickens.  Everybody has seen the 

movie, play or musical based on the 

classic Christmas tale, but have you 

actually ever read the book?  It is great!  

It is not a long story, but it could inspire 

a great conversation.  We’ll talk a little 

about Dickens, Christmas traditions, 

ghosts, and of course the book.  I would 

like to conclude this time by watching 

the movie, “The Man Who Invented 

Christmas” which is a wonderful, 

inventive way of making the old story 

come alive. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Many thanks to all who attended and 

helped with the Rally Day Ballpark 

Cookout.  It was a wonderful time to 

welcome friends new and old as we 

shared tales of a brilliant summer.  If 

you know of a new family that would 

like to build community, explore faith, 

and seek compassionate justice, please 

feel free to invite them to join us 

throughout the year for rolling Sunday 

School registration. 

We are so excited to have Sunday 

School back in full swing.  Toddlers 

through Pre-K can be dropped off 

beginning at 9:45 in the Nursery for our 

Littles Program for stories, songs, and 

crafts that support building a foundation 

of their faith.  We will not be offering 

Nursery drop off for infants at this time 

but welcome families with babies to be 

together in worship, the Conference 

Room, or the Nursery.  Students in 

Kindergarten and up are welcome to sit 

with their families for the first part of 

worship and will join their teachers in 

the Narthex when noted in the bulletin.  

In Sunday School this year we are 

creating a mosaic of God’s love 

capturing all the ways we see and share 

God’s love with others.  We will seek 

to support each individual student’s 

faith by unearthing parts of our past, 

deepening our understanding of today’s 

world, and acting towards a more 

sustainable future fueled by God’s love. 

If you have any questions, ideas, or 

would like to volunteer please feel to 

reach out to me 

   Diane Osborne 
Chair, Christian Education Committee 

de_saunders@hotmail.com 
(508) 409-7919 

FAMILY FELLOSHIP 
Our first Family Fellowship event of 
the year will be Apple Picking on 
Saturday, October 1st at Steere Orchard 
in Greenville, RI.  All are welcome to 
join us at 11am for a hayride and apple 
picking followed by story time.  Please 
feel free to bring a picnic blanket or 
chair, snack, and drink for story time. 

Diane Osborne 

COMMUNION 
VISITATION TEAM 

The Communion Visitation Team 
continues to visit folks who are unable 
to attend services.  We are happy to 
come to your home for a time of 
fellowship, whether or not you wish to 
take communion.  We will certainly 
wear masks and observe all precautions 
necessary.  You may communicate with 
the Church Office or call Wendy or 
Charlie Oliver at 508-226-2319 to 
schedule a convenient time.  Marcia 
Weidner and Roberta Zarrella are also 
part of the team. Wendy Oliver 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

PSM will meet on Monday, October 

17th at 2:00 in the Parlor.  Shawls are a 

tremendous comfort to individuals 

experiencing a loss or other traumatic 

event in their lives.  New members are 

always welcome.  Contact me if you 

have questions. Roberta Ferguson 

 
The start of the school year has been 

very productive! The teachers and 

students are settling into the school 

routine. Friendships are being 

formed and there are lots of smiling 

faces!  

Playground construction has begun, 
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 and the children love to see how 

much work is being done each day! 

We will still be raising funds 

throughout this school year to help 

with the cost of the new playground. 

Be on the lookout for different 

restaurant nights and other 

fundraisers. Thank you to everyone 

who has generously donated to the 

new playground. We are all excited 

to test it out once it is complete! 

On Wednesday, October 12th we 

will have our first Papa Gino’s 

fundraiser from 4:00 PM – 9:00 PM 

at the Papa Gino’s on Pleasant 

Street in Attleboro. Flyers are 

available in the office.  

We are busy planning our annual 

Fall Festival which will take place 

on Saturday, October 22nd. We will 

be hosting this event outdoors and 

also dedicating the new playground 

on this day. Be on the lookout for 

more information coming soon! 

We are all excited for a full and fun 

year of preschool!  

We have limited availability in our 

programs and offer rolling 

admissions to families. Please feel 

free to visit our website at 

www.jackandjillattleboro.com for 

more information and to read about 

what’s happening from week to 

week. 

Katrina Lay, Executive Director 

I would like to thank everyone 
who helped to make the Celebration 
of Life service for Katie so special.  
I could feel the love and caring of 
our entire church community as we 
lifted up her life and her spirit.  It 
is such a blessing to be part of the 
Second Church family.” 

With gratefulness and love, 
Elaine 

Music Notes 
CHOIR SCHEDULES 

The rehearsal and performance 

schedule for the Bell Choir and Adult 

Choir is irregular and unusual in 

October, so please take note of the 

dates. 

mailto:e_saunders@hotmail.com
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No rehearsals: Bell Choir and Adult 

Choir will not rehearse on Thursday, 

October 6th, and Thursday, October 

13th. 

No singing: The Choir will not sing on 

Sunday, October 9th. 

Regular rehearsals: Bell Choir and 

Adult Choir will rehearse at the regular 

times on Thursdays, October 20th and 

27th. 

Regular Sundays: The Choir will sing 

at 10 am, as usual, on Sundays, October 

16th and 30th. 

A special Sunday: On October 23rd, the 

Choir will not sing at 10 am, but will 

participate in the Installation Service 

for Rev. Will at 3 pm. There will be a 

warm-up and rehearsal ahead of time, 

TBA. 

Bell Performances:  A date will be 

decided at a future rehearsal when a 

quorum of members is present. 

 Bill MacPherson 

Director of Music 

INTERGENERATIONAL SACRED DANCE 

Sacred Dance practices will resume 
on Saturday October 1st.  If you 
would like to be a part of movement 
in worship, all ages are welcome to 
join the intergenerational sacred 
dancers.  We gather at 9am on 
Saturdays for about 45 minutes of 
stretching, learning new dances for 
worship, and a little bit of just “fun 
dance”.  If you or your child has any 
questions please let me know at 
508-409-7919 or 
de_saunders@hotmail.com.  Hope 
to see you then! Diane Osborne 

Did You Know? 
Saturday, April 11, 1903, was a 

really big day in the life of Second 

Church.  On that august occasion, 

the cornerstone of what was to be 

our new and present home was 

placed with great honors.  Unlike 

today, most of the men in our 

congregation were members of 

Masonic orders.  Therefore, it was 

decided that the cornerstone should 

be placed with suitable Masonic 

ceremonies.  At about one thirty a 

delegation from the church greeted 

the Grand Master of Masons of 

Massachusetts and a large suite of 

grand lodge officers.  They 

processed to the front of the church 

where the cornerstone awaited them.  

It was reported that a very large 

crowd of onlookers watched as the 

ceremony began.  The service 

included the application of corn and 

oil to the stone with Masonic 

working tools.  There was also 

placed within the stone a tin box 

containing many articles, mostly 

paper, of that day.  There were also 

coins and paper money, and an 

acknowledgment that the stone was 

placed with proper ceremony by The 

Grand Lodge Of Masons Of 

Massachusetts. 
 Ted Moxham 

ADVENT CONCERT! 
SAVE THE DATE! 

The award-winning Oure Pleasure 

Singers will present a concert on 

December 10th at 7:00 pm.  The 

program will include pieces familiar 

and not so familiar from the 15th 

through the 21st centuries.  We hope to 

see you there!  There will be more 

information in the November VOICE. 
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October Birthdays 

4 Andrew Lindley 

Diane Osborne 

Curtis Priesing  

5 Jessica Miller 

7 Jessica Rice 

9 Harry Lancaster 

10 Debbie Parziale 

Rich Renoni 

11 Kevin Beck 

15 Brianna Orrall 

16 Charles Smith 

17 Janet Blair 

18 Bill MacPherson 

19 Lucy DePatsy 

20 Deb Beck 

Cindy Brodeur 

Sharmon McCaughey 

21 Caleb Iocco 

Jim Valentine 

22 AJ Renoni 

24 Roger Bourdeau  

Rick Lunt 

25 Avery Laramee 

27 Marcia Weidner 

29 Donna Bliss 

Frank Sousa 

30 Linda O'Connor 

31 David Renoni 
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O C T O B E R  2 0 2 2  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

9:00 AM 

Intergenerational 

Sacred Dance 

Rehearsal  

2 

10:00 AM 

Worship/Communion 

11:00 AM 

Women's Fellowship 

Meeting 

3 4 5 6 7 8 

9:00 AM 

Intergenerational 

Sacred Dance 

Rehearsal 

11:00 AM 

Family 

Fellowship 

Apple Picking 

6:00 PM 

Coffee House 

   & Open Mic 

9 

10:00 AM 

Worship 

Sunday School 

10 

Columbus Day 

Office is Closed 

11 

6:00 PM 

Book Study 

Group 

12 

Jack & Jill 

Fundraiser 

at Papa 

Gino’s, 

4 to 9 PM 

13 

5:00 PM 

Board of 

Deacons 

Virtual 

Meeting 

14 15 

9:00 AM 

Intergenerational 

Sacred Dance 

Rehearsal 

16 

10:00 AM 

Worship  

Sunday School 

17 

1:00 PM 

Prayer Shawl 

Ministry 

7:00 PM 

Facilities 

Committee 

Meeting 

18 

6:00 PM 

Book Study 

Group 

7:00 PM 

Administration 

Committee 

Meeting 

19 20 

6:30 PM 

Bell Choir 

Rehearsal 

7:30 PM 

Adult Choir 

Rehearsal 

21 22 

Jack & Jill Fall 

Festival! 

9:00 AM 

Intergenerational 

Sacred Dance 

Rehearsal 

9:00 AM 

Pie Making 

23  

10:00 AM 

Worship  

Sunday School 

3:00 PM 

Installation 

      of the Minister 

24 

3:00 PM 

Food Pantry 

Distribution 

25 

November 

Voice Deadline 

6:00 PM 

Book Study 

Group  

26 

7:00 PM 

PFLAG 

Meeting 

27 

6:30 PM 

Bell Choir 

Rehearsal 

7:30 PM 

Adult Choir 

Rehearsal 

28 29  

9:00 AM 

Intergenerational 

Sacred Dance 

Rehearsal 

9:00 AM 

Pie Making 

30 

10:00 AM 

Worship  

Sunday School 

11:15 AM 

Church Council 

Meeting 

31      

FAMILY FELLOWSHIP APPLE PICKING 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1ST 

COFFEE HOUSE & OPEN MIC 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 8TH, 6 TO 8 PM 

INSTALLATION OF THE PASTOR, SUNDAY, OCTOBER 23RD, 3 PM 

SEE PAGE 2 FOR INVITATION 
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