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We warmly welcome everyone to celebrate God’s love by joining in dynamic worship, 

creating genuine community, and serving all with justice and respect. 
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Pastor’s Message 

Things were running late at the backyard marriage ceremony.  Tension was running high.  It 

was getting dangerously close to “go time.”  The father of the bride entered the room 

frazzled.  He had a necktie and a look that revealed he was lost.  I said, “Bob, give me the 

necktie.”  I quickly tied it, then loosened it and handed it to a very grateful bride’s father.  

He pulled it over his head and finished the job.  I then said, “Where’s the groom?”  

Someone shared that he was in the kitchen watching a YouTube video trying to figure out 

how to tie a bow tie.  “Direct me to the kitchen!” 

The groom stood in a state of panic watching a bow tie tutorial.  I said, “Justin, hand over 

the tie.  I’ve got this.”  I stood directly behind him and proceeded to tie the bow tie as if I 

were putting it on my neck.  I figured it was easier to do it myself, than to take the time to 

teach him!  In less than five minutes, which was all we had, I had managed to dress both the 

groom and father of the bride.  I’d like to think that I saved the day—and quite possibly a 

marriage or two. 

These are the things they don’t teach you in seminary.  But I digress… 

When I earned my Doctor of Ministry degree from Andover Newton Theological School, I jokingly told a friend that I was 

now going to smoke a pipe and wear tweed blazers with elbow patches and sport a bow tie.  His graduation gift to me was a 

bowtie.  The tie hung in the closet taunting me for years.  It was a ‘self-tie’ bow tie.  If I was going to wear that thing it was 

going to take some work.  After all, how many people can tie one of those things. 

Many years later I was serving a church where an older gentleman faithfully wore bow ties to worship.  Dave sat in the back 

pew with a couple older gentlemen, while their wives worshiped in the choir loft.  Dave seemed like a nice enough person.  He 

asked me, “Do you sail?”  No, I do not.  “Do you go to the symphony?” No, I don’t.  (Many members of that church were 

season tickets holders to the theaters.)  We were having a hard time ‘connecting.’ 

I shared with him that I really wanted to learn how to tie a bow tie, but it seemed like a hopeless endeavor.  I had tried 

fruitlessly for years—and it seemed I was destined to a life of boring old neckties.  Then he said, “I’ll teach you.”  We found 

it—a connection. 

I went over to his house one afternoon, and after several hours trying to teach me—I think I finally got it.  I went home and 

practiced.  It took me 30 minutes to get the tie right.  I worked at it.  On Sunday morning, I was determined to wear that bow tie 

to worship.  Rather than hone my preaching or put finishing touches on a rough sermon, I stood in front of a mirror, adjusting, 

readjusting, pulling and tightening. 

When I stepped up to the pulpit that morning, I looked out and saw Dave beaming.  He was so excited, and if I could read lips, 

I would have sworn he said to his two buddies, “I taught him that.” 

When I wear a bow tie—which has kind of become my thing—I think of Dave.  I think of the smile that it brought to his face.  

I think of the amazingly simple gesture of teaching someone how to tie a tie.  When I tie the bowtie on Sunday morning now, I 

think of all the simple ministry opportunities that are out there.  Sure, anyone can go to YouTube and get a tutorial (good luck 

with that!), but the satisfaction that can come from learning or teaching someone else a skill is priceless. 
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Over the years people have given me bowties that belonged to loved ones.  I wear them with pride and honor. {If anyone has 

been paying attention, you’ve not yet seen me wear the same bow tie twice.}  I wear them also because they usually bring a 

smile to peoples’ faces. 

I don’t think that Dave knew that on that day he was serving the Lord by teaching me a skill.  It seemed at the time that we 

were just hanging out, drinking coffee and having fun while watching a pastor’s patience wear dangerously thin.  Dave’s story 

has been told in a thousand different ways over the years.  He has been the person who called to check in on me when I wasn’t 

feeling well.  He has been the Deacon who told me to “pray and process.”  He has been the choir member who told me she was 

going to pray for me every day at 2 PM (and I knew at 2 PM that my name was being lifted to the Lord).  Dave has been the 

church member who put in a good word, when others weren’t so kind. 

What are the ministry opportunities out there for you?  Do you have a skill that you could share with others?  YOU know so 

much.  You have life experience.  You can do small things.  You can do great things.  You can teach.  You may never know 

how far your gifts go.  You may never know the lengths and depths of YOUR ministry.  But you do have one—a ministry.  

Serve. 

  Serving in Christ’s name, Rev. Will 

MARKETING 

50 years ago, many people had church brand loyalty.  People knew if they were Methodist, Episcopalian or a 

Congregationalist.  Often, if someone moved to a new town, they would first go to the denominational church of their 

upbringing.  Today, things don’t quite work out that way.  50 years ago, you had to tell someone why you didn’t go to church.  

These days, you have to explain to people why you go to church.  There has been a cultural shift taking place over the last 50 

years.  This is not surprising news to anyone, especially regular church goers. 

One of the cultural and church shifts is that social media is the new evangelism.  How do people find out about things these 

days?  Many people learn about things from one of the many social media outlets.  People may go to our church website or 

peruse Facebook for information about upcoming events.  Usually, before I go to someplace new, I check out their website.  I 

am not alone in this.  Also, people can watch from afar and make up their minds whether they want to join us or not. 

A few of us in the church have talked about a ‘brand.’  What if our church had a catchy vision statement- that could easily be 

put on bumper stickers or t-shirts?  We could wear the shirts when we represent the church in community events.  What if the 

logo became ubiquitous and synonymous with all the great things we are doing in the community? 

What are some things that you can do to help?  

1.  Use old fashioned evangelism to make people aware of what we are doing—tell them. 

2. Become a part of the newly formed Marketing Team.  Just let me know you want to be a part of something big that is 

happening in the life of our church.  I’ll sign you up, and you can be as involved as you would like.  No lifetime 

commitment! 

3. Like everything you see from the church on social media.  Then share everything the church posts on social media.  If 

everyone shared the posts for the May Breakfast or Yard Sale (for instance)- then we would be reaching so many more 

people.  The more you SHARE- the more people will have a sense of how much we are doing. 

The church has a new pastor.  And from what I gather- people are saying that there is a feeling of renewed hope and a new 

spirit in the life of the congregation.  This is a great time to grow the church!  This is a great time to tell folks about what is 

happening in the life of our church. 

Please consider joining the Marketing Team.  Maybe we won’t grow the church into a Mega Church—but everyone in town 

will know that we are an amazing force for God’s good in the community. 

Hub Cap of the Jewelry World: What Would Jesus Drive - Attleboro 

Can you imagine Jesus driving Route 1 north 

Heading to the Emerald Square Mall in a Honda Accord? 

I don’t want to sound profound, or get too deep, 

I can picture him on County St with a horse and buggy. 

God’s eye view from an air balloon or helicopter, 

Would he ride in a side car on someone’s Harley chopper? 

Would Jesus walk everywhere, like he once had done? 

Co-pilot from the back seat or be the first one to yell, “Shotgun!” 

I don’t know.  I just can’t say.  What Jesus would drive today. 

He could hitchhike around town helping everyone he’d meet. 

Drive the Gatra Dial a Ride and pick up everyone on Park St. 

Some think he might ride, still, on a camel or a donkey, 

Cruising to Morins, Bliss, Kozy Kitchen in a big black SUV. 
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Would he ride a bicycle, rollerblade, skate or scooter? 

I’m pretty sure that Jesus wouldn’t be an air polluter. 

VW bug, bus, smart car, Tesla- you never know- 

A brand-new Audi Avatar or a previously owned Volvo (240 DL wagon that is). 

Showing his green thumb at Briggs on Kelley Blvd, 

Changing water into wine at a picnic at Capron Park. 

Still be preaching and teaching and healing for God’s sake, 

If he really wanted to, he could walk across Bungay Lake. 

Drive his old Ford for a dog at Tex Barry’s Coney Island Diner, 

Post about his trip to Sturdy ER and his severe case of angina. 

In Hebronville or Lonicut, it’s the Son of Man, 

Delivering the Sun Chronicle from a Dodgeville Caravan. 

He’d drive a school bus or Prius, give that a thought, 

We know he’d learn to drive in the La Salette Parking Lot. 

What if you could see, the most gracious Son of God, 

Draggin’ down Richardson Ave in a souped-up Hot Rod? 

Would he meet a foursome: Peter, John, James over at Willow Tree, 

Then drive a Titleist off the first tee at Stone E Lea? 

The Bible said he could resurrect, could he do that once more, 

Bring back to the jewelry capital, Jostens and Balfour. 

See his face in strangers that you pass on Mendon Road, 

Maybe a Pickup, Lyft, or U-haul, cause he promised to take your load. 

You never know what city, state, or nation, 

sleeping in the homeless shelter or busking at the bus station. 

You may have to share an Uber, or a window on a plane, 

Could be the stinky guy next to you, on your commuter train. 

Pilot a makeshift raft, adrift out on the sea, 

Or sneaking across the border, just trying to be free. 

I think I know, So I’ll just say- What I think Jesus would drive today. 

Jesus was the good shepherd, so he might drive sheep. 

But I know that Jesus was cool, so he’d drive a Jeep! 

Rev. Dr. Will Sencabaugh 

(I asked the congregation—If Jesus were living in Attleboro today - What would Jesus drive? 

I have done my best to incorporate all of your answers into this song.) 

 
 

 

SERVICE NOTES 
The Deacon of the month for May is 

Jack McKenna. 

May 1st  Third Sunday of Easter 

Communion 

Scripture Reading:  Acts 9:1-20 

Sermon:  “Better Not Call Saul” 

Theme:  Story of Saul’s conversion to 

Paul.  People can change. 

May 8th  Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Mother’s Day 

Scripture Reading:  Acts 9:36-43 

Sermon:  “Dare to Dream Big” 

Theme:  Surround yourself with 

dreamers and believers. 

May 15  Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Scripture Reading:  Rev 21:1-6 

Sermon:  “New Heaven and New Earth 

Day” 

Theme:  Earth Day-a little late.  Better 

late than never. 

May 22  Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Scripture Reading:  John 5:1-9 

Sermon:  “Hide or Seek” 

Theme:  The church is a community of 

believers-or at least that is the goal.  

But sometimes we fall short of either 

believing or being a community. 

May 29  Seventh Sunday of Easter 

Memorial Day Weekend 

Scripture Reading:  Acts 16:16-34 

Sermon:  “Breaking Chains” 

Theme:  Paul and Silas in prison 

May Breakfast! 
Women’s fellowship is busy this month 

of May.  May 7th  from 8-10:30 the 

May breakfast is back.  Come enjoy a 

delicious breakfast to start your day.  

Your doctor always tells you it’s the 

most important meal of the day.  If you 

would like to work please call Sandy at 

508-699-2738 or e-mail is 

sandrasaunders99@gmail.com. One 

hour shifts are available. 

3 

YARD SALE! May 21st from 9 to noon 

we will have our Yard Sale.  We need 

people to set up during the week and 

sell items on Saturday.  Please come 

support the group, so we can keep 

helping the church. It is always good to 

have great fellowship with your church 

family.  We are still taking donations 

on the back steps at the back door. 

Please call or e-mail Sandy with any 

questions. Sandy Saunders 

THANK YOU! 

Many thanks for all your support in this 

year’s Girl Scout Cookie season.  I 

appreciate your helping my troop and 

me exceed our goals, and I hope you 

enjoyed the cookies.  For those who 

made donations, I was able to donate 

over 20 boxes given to both our church 

Food Pantry and Branches Assisted 

Living.  The Girl Scout Cookie 

Program isn’t just about selling 

cookies.  It’s about developing skills 

mailto:sandrasaunders99@gmail.com


and learning new things.  Thank you!

 Lyra Osborne 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

During the month of May, we will 

continue our journey on Living a 

Compassionate Life.  For the first 

Sunday of the month, May 1st, we will 

have a Gathering Sunday and 

Communion.  We will also have a 

Gathering Sunday on Memorial Day 

weekend, May 29th.  Sunday School 

will meet with the following 

precautions on the second, third, and 

fourth weeks in May: masks are now 

optional, and we respect the decision of 

each participant and family, we will 

hold class in Fellowship Hall, and we 

ask that any participants feeling unwell 

stay home that week.  Children are 

welcome to sit with their families for 

the first part of worship and will join 

their teachers in the narthex when noted 

in the bulletin.  If you prefer to continue 

worshipping virtually or need to miss a 

Sunday for any reason, we will gladly 

provide materials for faith formation at 

home upon request.  If you know of a 

new family that would like to explore 

faith and seek compassionate justice, 

please feel free to invite them to join us 

anytime. 

FAMILY FELLOWSHIP: Picnic and 

hike at Oak Knoll will be held on 

Sunday, May 1st.  Following worship, 

we invite you to bring your favorite 

brown bag lunch and comfortable shoes 

for some fun in the outdoors.  Rain 

plan: we’ll enjoy our picnic lunches and 

some fun activities in an extended 

coffee hour. NOTE: The Fellowship 

Hall fridge will be available to store 

your lunch during the service. 

Our next adventure will be a trip to the 

Rogers Williams Zoo!  Please let me 

know if you are interested in 

participating and stay tuned for more 

details. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: We are 

seeking volunteers for our Littles 

classes (ages 2-4) which includes 

assisting with activities such as story 

time, simple crafts, snacks, as well as 

free play.  If you would like to sign up 

to volunteer for a week in the Littles 

class, please check in with the office if 

you are not already CORId – it’s a 

quick form and background check, then 

you can sign up for a week by speaking 

with Sue Janson, Nicole Mernin, or 

Diane Osborne.  (The Littles are so 

fun!) 

Sunday May 8th, 15th, and 22nd 

During our Sunday School time in the 

month of May we will be planning our 

Children’s Day worship service to be 

presented June 19th.  Our worship will 

be centered on The Greatest 

Commandment as told in Mark 12 28-

34 and through a storytelling 

experience with “The World Needs 

More Purple People” by Benjamin Hart 

and Kristen Bell.  More details to come 

about our special fundraiser to benefit 

the Jack and Jill new playground! 

If you have any questions, ideas, or 

would like to volunteer please feel to 

reach out to me. 
Diane Osborne 

Chair, Christian Education Committee 
de_saunders@hotmail.com 

(508) 409-7919 

CONFIRMATION 
You are ALL invited to a Spring 
Potluck hosted by the Confirmation 
Class of 2022! 

Come MAY 21st from 5 to 7 pm in 
Fellowship Hall.  And yes there 
will be desserts!  Bring whatever 
you want - salads, casseroles, 
entrees, hors d'oeuvres, or 
DESSERTS. 

Please RSVP to the church office 
(508-222-4677) or speak to Tara 
Tetreault (508-801-8417), or Ralph 
Giannetti (774-254-0389) so we 
have an idea of how many people to 
expect. Hope to see you there! 

Joel Bozzi, John Nuovo 
 Jayden Pine, and Evan Tetreault 

COMMUNION 

VISITATION TEAM 

The Communion Visitation Team 
continues to visit folks who are unable 
to attend services.  We are happy to 
come to your home for a time of 
fellowship, whether or not you wish to 
take communion.  We will certainly 
wear masks and observe all precautions 
necessary.  You may communicate with 
the Church Office or call Wendy or 
Charlie Oliver at 508-226-2319 to 
schedule a convenient time.  Marcia 
Weidner and Roberta Zarrella are also 
part of the team. Wendy Oliver 
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OUTREACH & MISSIONS 
Sue Brown and Linda Wiswall 

visited the streets of Brockton with 

LYNN Ministries!  I'm sure they'd 

be happy to have a conversation to 

tell you about it. 

Calling all gardeners!  In 

recognition of Earth Day, Second 

Congregational Church has rented 

plot #42 at the Attleboro 

Community Garden. In May, we'll 

begin to plant organic vegetables to 

be given away to whoever needs 

them (hopefully that will include 

some humans in addition to 

chipmunks and rabbits!).  We'll 

welcome volunteers to weed, water, 

and offer suggestions!  We'll soon 

have a prominent sign identifying 

our plot. 

One of our March speakers, 

Adrianna Clark, has sent 

information about AAIC's 

community baby shower.  Diapers, 

wipes, baby basics, and $donations 

will be collected here at Second as 

part of this outreach.  Distribution 

will take place May 7th.  More info? 

See flyer posted on the O&M 

bulletin board. 
Paula Foresman 

Elaine, Katie and the Killough 

family would like to thank you all 

for the cards, prayers, support, and 

many kindnesses following the death 

of their mom, Norma Killough. 

We are so grateful and thankful 

for our “Second” family. 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
PSM will meet on Monday, May 18th at 

2:00 in the Parlor.  Shawls are a 

tremendous comfort to individuals 

experiencing a loss or other traumatic 

event in their lives.  New members are 

always welcome.  Contact me if you 

have questions. Roberta Ferguson 

mailto:e_saunders@hotmail.com


 
I can’t believe we are in the last 
weeks of this school year!  It has 
been a fun year!  We started the 
year in masks and now we are 
mask optional and get to see 
smiles again! 

This is a truly rewarding time of 
the year for us as educators.  
The children have grown so 
much over the course of the 
school year.  They understand 
the rules and structure of our 

classrooms and we can witness 
the joys of learning and 
friendship. 

We are looking forward to 
celebrating the adults in our 
lives this month!  We will be 
celebrating all the wonderful 
educators the first week of May 
with different activities planned 
by the families, including a 
teacher appreciation luncheon.  
We will be honoring Mother’s 
Day and Father’s Day on 
Wednesday, May 25 with a 
family walk and scavenger hunt 
in the evening. 

The new playground fundraising 
campaign is going great!  We 
have reached the $10,000 mark 
already!  We are grateful for all 
the generous donations and 
support.  For more information, 
please reach out to me or check 
out our website. 

Plans for our preschool 
graduation are underway.  We 
have 41 children moving on to 
kindergarten!  We will be 
holding a graduation ceremony 
on Thursday evening June 2nd 
for family and friends to attend.  
We will again be hosting 
graduation at The Newell Shelter 
at Capron Park.  We have asked 
guests to bring a canned good 
as a donation to be donated to 
the Second Church Food Pantry. 

We have been registering 
families for the 2022-2023 
school year.  We have limited 
openings in all of our classes.  If 
you know of anyone looking for 
preschool next year, please 
encourage them to call me at 
508-222-1149! 

Katrina Lay, Executive Director 

Music Notes 
CHOIR SCHEDULES 

Thanks to both the Bell Choir and the 

Adult Choir for your extra time and 

effort during the Easter season, and for 

your usual and much appreciated 

commitment and enthusiasm.  Now that 

we’ve moved past Holy Week, Easter, 

and public-school vacation, our 

schedule for May returns to normal.  

Rehearsals will be at the usual times on 

Thursdays (Bells, 6:30-7:30; Adult 

Choir, 7:30-8:45 more or less).  The 

Adult choir will sing on all the Sundays 

in May.  The Bell Choir will probably 

play once more before the end of the 

choir season, and we’ll figure out a 

time at an upcoming rehearsal. 

 Bill MacPherson 

Director of Music 

INTERGENERATIONAL SACRED DANCE 

All are welcome to join Sacred 

Dance!  If you would like to be a 

part of movement in worship all 

ages are welcome to join the 

intergenerational sacred dancers 

Saturday mornings in the sanctuary.  

We will gather at 9am on May 14th 

and 28th for about 45 minutes of 

stretching, learning new dances for 

worship, and a little bit of just “fun 

dance”. If you or your child has any 

questions, please let me know at 

(508)409-7919 or 

de_saunders@hotmail.com. Hope to 

see you then!  Diane Osborne 

Did You Know? 
After the second precinct was 

formed in the eastern district of the 

Town of Attleborough, (in other 

words, us), one of the first orders of 

business was to erect a proper 

meeting house.  At that time most 

churches did not look as we know 

them today.  Most were plain 
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 wooden structures with hard 

wooden benches and no steeple.  It 

was the Congregational churches 

that first began the use of cushions 

to make it more comfortable for 

those long-ago posteriors. 

Our first meeting house was located 

on the common about where the 

veterans’ monuments are today.  

You can see a representation of it in 

the narthex.  By 1825 that original 

building had fallen into disrepair 

and the church decided that a new 

church needed to be built.  That 

building was the white church which 

served us well for 129 years.  In the 

meantime, of course, the red brick 

church was built and the two stood 

side by side for a half century.  By 

1954 the old white church was 

falling apart, the building needed a 

new roof, and the old timbers were 

infested with termites.  The decision 

was made to tear it down and build 

what we now know as Fellowship 

Hall. Ted Moxham 
 

May Birthdays 
1  Chris Janson 

Derek Janson 
Dawn McCarthy 
Ella Saunders 
Alex Sawyer 

2 Pam Middleton 

5 Roberta Ferguson 

8 Christina Renoni 

11 Steve Withers, Jr. 

12 Gladys Brander 

13 Bret Brown 
Jessie Macomber 

15 Joan Blais 

17 Bob Richardson 

18 Diane Findley 

20 Lorraine Lunt  

22 Ben Macomber 
Zach Ramsay 
Chris Saunders 
Nick Saunders 

24 Sandy Saunders 

26 Ted Moxham 

27 Zoe LaClair 

30 David Keith 
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M A Y  2 0 2 2  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

10:00 AM 

Worship/Communion 

2 3 4 

6:00 PM 

Confirmation 

Class 

5 

6:30 PM 

Bell Choir 

Rehearsal 

7:30 PM 

Adult Choir 

Rehearsal 

6 7 

8:00 to 10:30 AM 

38th Annual 

May Breakfast 

8 

10:00 AM 

Worship 

Sunday School 

9 10 11 12 

6:30 PM 

Bell Choir 

Rehearsal 

7:30 PM 

Adult Choir 

Rehearsal 

13 14 

9:00 AM 

Intergenerational 

Sacred Dance 

Rehearsal 

1:00 PM 

Girl Scout 

Recruiting 

Event 

7:00 PM 

Oure Pleasure 

Concert - 

Ephemeral 

15 

10:00 AM 

Worship 

Sunday School 

11:15 AM 

Christian Education 

Committee Meeting 

16 

2:00 PM 

Prayer Shawl 

Ministry 

7:00 PM 

Facilities 

Committee 

Meeting 

17 18 

Confirmation 

Class 

7:00 PM 

PFLAG 

Meeting 

19 

5:00 PM 

Board of Deacons 

Virtual Meeting 

6:30 PM 

Bell Choir 

Rehearsal 

7:30 PM 

Adult Choir 

Rehearsal 

20 

7 PM Admin 

& Facilities 

Mtg. for 

Painting 

Project 

7:00 PM 

Administration 

Committee 

Meeting 

21 

9:00 AM 

Indoor/Outdoor 

Yard Sale! 

5:00 PM 

Confirmation 

Potluck 

Supper 

22 

Deadline for Annual 

and Financial 

Report Input 

10:00 AM 

Worship 

Sunday School 

11:15 AM Church 

Council Meeting 

23 

3:00 PM 

Food Pantry 

Distribution 

24 25 

June Voice 

Deadline 

26 

6:30 PM 

Bell Choir 

Rehearsal 

7:30 PM 

Adult Choir 

Rehearsal 

27 28 

9:00 AM 

Intergenerational 

Sacred Dance 

Rehearsal 

29 

10:00 AM 

Worship 

30 

Memorial Day 

Office is closed 

31     

SPECIAL (FINANCIAL AND CORPORATE) CHURCH MEETING 

SUNDAY, JUNE 5, 2022, 11:15 AM 

CONFIRMAND SPONSORED POTLUCK SUPPER 

SATURDAY, MAY 21ST, 5-7 PM 
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