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We warmly welcome everyone to celebrate God’s love by joining in dynamic worship, 

creating genuine community, and serving all with justice and respect. 
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MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
Dear friends, 

The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking 

for Jesus, who was crucified.  He is not here; he has risen, just as he said.  So the 

women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his 

disciples… suddenly Jesus met them. (Matthew 28:5-6, 8-9) 

In the Christian calendar, April begins the Season of Easter.  Of course, Easter is 

more than one day or season in a year.  In fact, Christians are actually to be 

known as “Easter People,” those who believe in the resurrection, followers of 

Jesus who proclaim through their lives that death does not have to be the final 

word.  This Easter, we are all enduring an extended period of mutual isolation, 

and though such enforced separateness is hard for each of us, it is especially 

difficult for those who rely on daily, physical contact with others.  However, 

although we may be separated because of a global pandemic, we remain one in 

body so that when one part of the body hurts, the whole body should feel the pain 

and seek energetically to relieve it, in spite of the considerable challenges and 

limitations that any present circumstance might demand.  Thoughts and prayers 

are good, giving to those in need is better, and remembering to close any 

personal or corporate-wide empathy gap is best. 

Although it may seem a near impossibility, the task before us is a glaring 

opportunity to grow deeper in faith while we continue to pursue the agenda of God with an attitude of absolute spiritual 

poverty.  God has promised to meet us “on the way” so that we will not only find what we are looking for, but also so that we 

might apprehend what it is that we truly need.  Another option, of course, is to model ourselves after the noncommittal 

window shopper who gazes longingly at the department store display only to respond "just looking" when asked if any 

assistance is needed.  Yes, we need help because to simply observe the life of God from the outside is to misapprehend the 

true bounty of the life that is life!  The good news must be taken, embraced, "touched, handled, held onto" experienced, 

known.  If we would see Jesus, then we must follow these women into our present confinement, for there we will surely "meet 

him." 

It is my hope that we will use this period of hibernation -however long it lasts- to better know this spiritual life that delights to 

reveal its mysteries in the ordinary of the every-day, and especially in the wilderness of quarantine, that temporary space 

within which we all now “live and move and have our being.”  The love of God is not limited in access or broken by distance, 

so let us remain open and allow our devotion to change us in perhaps unexpected and new ways.  Remember, we won’t find 

such strength and necessary grace in an empty tomb and we definitely won't find what we need if we go through our wall-to-

wall days with an attitude that says, “I’m not interested in selling everything to purchase a deeper life, I’m just looking to be 

temporarily comforted.”  Beloved, be mindful of such small ambitions, for getting to resurrection is costly and hard.  Still, as 

we respond in faith and compassionate action to the divine summons, Love will meet us, and with it a renewal of hope and 

meaning 

1                                                   With affection, Pastor Wayne 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

SEE THE MUSIC NOTES SECTION, PAGE 2, FOR DETAILS ABOUT VIEWING OUR ONLINE WORSHIP SERVICES 
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LITURGICAL THEMES 

MAY 3 

Communion 

“When I am Afraid” 

Psalm 23 

Fear is a common experience for each 

of us, especially in this season of chaos 

and crisis when we are all living closely 

to the reality of the COVID19 virus.  

Although the Scriptures are full of 

commands to not be afraid, how do we 

put such exhortations into practice?  

Our faith teaches us that, though we 

will sometimes be afraid, we do not 

have to succumb to our fears.  Looking 

at what is likely the most famous psalm 

in the Bible, we consider how to meet 

fear with faith and facts as we attempt 

to find the courage needed to endure 

anything life may throw at us. 
 

MAY 10 

“Everything Under Control?” 

Various Scriptures 

How much can we really control in our 

lives, anyway? In which circumstances, 

and at what times should we try to take 

control of things that affect us?  

Speaking to these questions, the 

Serenity Prayer offers guidance and 

wisdom so that readers might “know 

the difference” between when and 

whether to act on a particular matter.  

The Scriptures, too, give us many 

examples to help us engage this 

important and consequential question. 

MAY 17 

“Transition and Transformation” 

Acts 17:22-31 

As many have noted, it’s not unrealistic 

to imagine that on any given day we are 

either in the midst of chaos, coming out 

of it, or entering back into a new 

chaotic period!  In any case, while there 

is always transition in our lives, it can 

sometimes feel as though there is little 

positive benefit to take away from these 

boundary markers.  Looking at the 

sometimes overlooked idea of 

repentance, we consider ways in which 

our common isolation can work to 

bring us closer to becoming the kind of 

people that we have always wanted to 

be, both personally and as a 

congregation.

 

MAY 24 

Ascension Sunday 

“Let Us Ascend” 

Acts 1:1-14 

The content of a commencement 

address, or someone’s final words 

before death, or a 30 second ‘elevator 

speech’ are intriguing concepts. In this 

passage, we consider the last words of 

Jesus before his ascension. What do 

these final words teach us about our 

common call as people of faith and how 

can we continue to live into, and up to, 

this commencement speech from Jesus 

himself? 

MAY 31 

Pentecost 

Ascension Sunday 

“Let Us Ascend” 

Acts 1:1-14 

The content of a commencement 

address, or someone’s final words 

before death, or a 30 second ‘elevator 

speech’ are intriguing concepts. In this 

passage, we consider the last words of 

Jesus before his ascension. What do 

these final words teach us about our 

common call as people of faith and how 

can we continue to live into, and up to, 

this commencement speech from Jesus 

himself? 

BOARD OF DEACONS 
Our Lead Deacon this month is Charlie 

Oliver.  Contact any Deacon or the 

office if you are interested in being a 

liturgist or usher on a Sunday or sign up 

on the bulletin board in Fellowship 

Hall.  We’d love to have your help.  

Call Ralph Giannetti at 508-226-4618 

and let him know if you need a lift. 

Administration Committee 
A lot has changed in our Church, our 

lives, and the economy as a result of the 

Coronavirus.  We have had to close our 

Church and Jack & Jill School 

temporarily to escape from the 

Coronavirus.  Nonetheless, we still 

must spend to maintain the facility and 

pay our staff.  People have been able to 

keep up with their pledges so far, and 

we thank you for your support. For 

those who can, we ask you to continue 

to send your pledge money to the 

Church  each  month.  By  so doing, we 
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 can offer services remotely and be 

ready for when we throw our doors 

open, and meet again in person.  Until 

then, may God hold you in the hollow 

of his hand.  Colin Blair, on behalf of 

the Administration Committee 

ONE PLUS ONE 

One Plus One is a group of adults who 

meet to share Christian fellowship. It is 

open to all members and friends of the 

Church and is a great way to get to 

know new people and catch up with 

friends. If you’d like to join us, contact 

me so we can add you to our call list. 

After three gatherings in the Fall and 

two in the Winter, we are canceling our 

plans to see an Attleboro Community 

Theatre comedy in early May. We are 

still planning for our annual cook-out in 

June (or another date) and will also 

investigate the possibility of a 

Pawtucket Red Sox outing when we get 

some good news on the Coronavirus 

front. We are open to other ideas and 

events, and we may move some things 

around on the schedule, so don’t 

hesitate to contact me if you see 

something that looks like it would be an 

excellent excuse to escape the cabin 

and have some fun,  Colin Blair at 

colincb@aol.com or 508-226-5457. 

 
The PSM will not meet in May.  Shawls 

continue to be of tremendous comfort 

to individuals experiencing a loss, 

illness or other traumatic event in their 

lives.  New members are always 

welcome.  We will teach you the 

ropes.  Please contact me if you have 

any questions.  Roberta Ferguson 
 

MUSIC NOTES 
I first have to say, “I miss you all” — 

our fellowship in worship and coffee 

hour, the singing of the choir and the 

ringing of the hand bells, and our choir 

gatherings on Thursday evenings. 

Like many of you, I’ve found other 

ways to occupy my time.  I’m fortunate 

that I can at least be in the church 

sanctuary, mostly alone or certainly 

socially-distanced.  I can play organ, 

keep up my skills, and learn new 

mailto:colincb@aol.com
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pieces.  And I’ve spent many hours 

over the last 3-4 weeks creating and 

posting videos of music and of our 

online worship. 

Unfortunately, just as I was uploading 

the completed Easter video to 

YouTube, my (relatively powerful, 6-

year old) laptop died, probably from 

exhaustion and overheating.  Video 

editing requires intensive computing 

power, and I had been at it for two 

days.  Fortunately, various files, 

including the spoken portions of the 

Easter service, were stored elsewhere, 

and I was able to switch to my 10-year-

old iMac, stitch the spoken portions 

together, and post them on Easter 

Sunday morning. Last week’s video (as 

I write this, so the one for Sunday, 

April 19
th
) was also created on the 

iMac, a good and faithful machine, but 

slow by today’s standards, at least for 

video editing.  Right now, I’m working 

on the video for Sunday, April 26
th
, and 

a new laptop that I ordered just arrived 

two days ago. 

The video editing and publishing 

should now be even faster (here’s 

hoping).  But between time spent on 

recording and editing worship videos, 

and the necessary process of 

transferring old research files onto the 

new laptop, I’m not able to submit, for 

this month’s Voice, Chapter III of my 

history of music at Second Church.  I 

plan to resume next month. 

VIDEOS ON YOUTUBE 

I’ve heard some questions about the 

music and worship videos that we’ve 

posted on YouTube in the last few 

weeks.  As their creator and editor, I 

also have some hints about finding 

them and viewing them, particularly for 

those who are relatively new to the 

online experience. 

THE PERMANENCE OF YOUTUBE 

Gatherings on Zoom, such as we tried 

on Maundy Thursday, are mainly live 

happenings.  You have to link in at a 

certain time, or otherwise you’ll miss it.  

YouTube is different.  The videos are 

permanently there, unless I (as channel 

administrator) take them down (which I 

won’t) or YouTube itself melts down 

and disappears.  That means you can 

view them anytime.  If you want to 

view and participate in Sunday morning 

worship on a different day or time, you 

can do that.  You can watch as much or 

as little as you want.  You can pause 

and get a cup of coffee. 

WAYS TO FIND THE VIDEOS. 

Once I publish the videos to YouTube, 

I notify Fred Saunders immediately.  

He sends out a blast email to all church 

members and friends who have email 

addresses on our files.  Fred’s email 

includes the link, that is, the online 

address (URL) of the video.  Fred also 

puts a post on the Second Church 

members group on Facebook, and one 

of our Facebook administrators posts 

the same message, with the video link, 

on the public Second Church page. 

You don’t need to be a member of 

Facebook to view the public page.  In 

fact, you don’t even need to go on 

Facebook to find the videos on 

YouTube.  I consistently title the videos 

“Second Congregational Church, UCC, 

Attleboro MA.”  If you go directly to 

YouTube.com, just do a search there 

for “Second Congregational Attleboro 

MA” (if you don’t include “Attleboro” 

you’ll get vast numbers of “Second 

Congregational” churches).  That 

search will immediately show all the 

latest videos from our church (there are 

older ones too, posted by other 

members and friends). 

NAVIGATING THE VIDEOS 

When I publish to YouTube, I’m 

usually trying to get the video up there 

as soon as possible, to meet the Sunday 

morning deadline.  If you’re one who 

likes to watch it “hot off the press,” so 

to speak, I’d advise holding off for at 

least an hour.  I usually try to add (1) 

chapter markings (timings) to indicate 

the beginning of each item (e.g., 

hymns, prayers, sermon, etc.).  

Sometimes I’ll include a brief 

description or explanation of various 

segments.  But I can’t do either of these 

things until the video itself is posted.  If 

you view the video right away (that is, 

immediately after posting), you won’t 

see the timings or descriptions. 

On a computer monitor or laptop 

screen, you’ll usually see an instruction, 

“Show More,” right below the video. If 

you click on that, then any explanatory 

notes will fully open up.  On a phone or 

tablet,  where  the  screen is smaller, or 
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perhaps depending on how you access 

the video in the first place (directly 

from YouTube or via Facebook, for 

example), the “Show More” might be 

replaced by a small “disclosure 

triangle” below the video.  Clicking on 

the triangle will open up any notes or 

timings.! Bill MacPherson 

 Director of Music (and Video Production) 

INTERGENERATIONAL 

SACRED DANCE 
The Intergenerational Dance group will 

not be resuming Saturday practices this 

spring but we look forward to 

presenting our piece in progress “Here I 

am, Lord” for worship in the fall.  I 

hope that you all with find ways to 

enjoy music and movement until then 

in your own homes and hearts.  Please 

contact me at (508) 409-7919 or 

de_saunders@hotmail.com if you have 

interest in joining our group when we 

come back together. 

Diane Osborne 

OUTREACH & MISSIONS 

The Food Pantry will be "open for 

business" to Attleboro residents on 

Monday, May 18
th

 in Fellowship 

Hall.  The volunteers distributed 

bags of food to 10 families on 

March 23
rd

.  Outreach & Mission 

distributed four large shopping 

/laundry carts with large bags on 

March 23
rd

 and April 27
th

.  In 

addition, homemade face masks 

were distributed on April 27. 

Thank you for your generous 

donations of money and supplies.  

Spaghetti sauce, dry cereals 

(especially children's), and low or 

sugar free cereals, real fruit juices, 

tuna, spam, peanut butter, hearty 

soups, detergent, toiletries, female 

hygiene products, and bathroom 

tissues are always welcome.  The 

drop-off site is in the Ladies Parlor 

with the Deacons each Sunday or in 

the Kitchen during office hours, 

Monday to Thursday, 9 to 1.  

Contact: Betsey Pray, 

rlpbpp@verizon.net 

The Family Café is temporarily 

closed. Contact: Linda Wiswall, 

wiswalllinda@gmail.com  

mailto:de_saunders@hotmail.com


Please save Saturday, September 

26, 2020 for a Family Friendly 

Oktoberfest Celebration 6 - 8:30 

p.m. in Fellowship Hall with the 

Double Eagle Oktoberfest Band. 

Mark your calendars and practice 

your polka dancing. Invite your 

family and friends for an OOMPAH 

load of fun! 

The next Outreach and Missions 

Committee meeting is scheduled for 

Sunday, May 17
th

..  We have been 

taking care of business together by 

group e-mails.  Contact: Janet Blair, 

janbblair@aol.com. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

With schools now remote through the 

remainder of this academic year it is 

with a heavy heart that we accept our 

Sunday School year in person is also 

coming to a close.  However the theme 

of We are the Church Together that has 

woven itself throughout our lessons this 

year holds strong as truly the people are 

the church if we can be together in 

mind and spirit. 

Take this time with your children and 

youth to reinforce the stories we have 

learned this year including the arrival in 

the promised land after 40 years in the 

desert, building the temple, the times 

people strayed from God, and how they 

came back to God’s love and mission 

rebuilding that temple.  The Christmas 

story emphasizing the long journey 

Mary and Joseph took to arrive at just 

the right time and place in a lowly 

stable. The stories of the Holy Week 

filled with symbols such as the palms, 

the bread and wine, the cross, and the 

tomb that through familiarity provide 

comfort and recognition of both sorrow 

and joy.  The stories of Paul and the 

early church growing and expanding 

beyond the Israelites and the challenges 

and dangers they overcame.  Ask 

questions about how these stories make 

you and your children feel, as a family 

make art work or a journal that will be 

reflective of how you felt in these 

times, and know that your church 

family is here if there is anything you 

need. 

Please feel free to contact me at (508) 

409-7919 or de_saunders@hotmail.com 

if you would like more specific ideas 

for activities, would like a contactless 

delivery of art supplies, or for anything 

else you may need.  Diane Osborne 
 

 
What a difference a month makes. We 
at Jack and Jill are settling in to some 
new routines, remotely learning with 
our students.  

Never in my lifetime did I consider the 
idea that remote learning for 
preschoolers would be a need in our 
country.  

Yet, here we are.  

Most importantly, our families are 
healthy and have the resources they 
need. Our community has suffered loss 
of loved ones, loss of jobs and loss of 
routine at the hands of COVID-19. One 
thing we have not lost is our sense of 
community. This is evident in the 
donations that have been sent, the 
appreciate emails that have poured into 
my inbox, the participation on parent 
zoom calls and engagement through our 
new online learning platform called 
Seesaw. 

I am proud of how our community has 
rallied together. I will be eternally 
grateful for the support of Second 
Church and its members during this 
time. I am experiencing a sense of loss, 
missing out on my final Spring at the 
helm. But find great solace in my work 
 to keep the connection alive for all of 
our community. I am spending a lot of 
time reflecting on our practices and 
creating plans for a new Director to 
take over in unprecedented times.  

Thank you for your continued prayers 
for all members of our community, 
those working on the front lines, those 
isolated and lonely, and our staff and 
parents who are working remotely and 
schooling their own children at the 
same time.  

Be well, friends 

Warmly, Kara Lehane 
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May Birthdays 

1  Chris Janson 
Derek Janson 
Dawn McCarthy 
Ella Saunders 
Alex Sawyer 

2 Pam Middleton 

5 Roberta Ferguson 
Pearl Patrick 

7 Audrey Sadler-Morse 

8 Christina Renoni 

10 Kevin O'Connor  

11 Steve Withers, Jr. 

12 Gladys Brander 

13 Bret Brown 
Jessie Macomber 

15 Joan Blais 

17 Bob Richardson 

18 Diane Findley 

19 Pam Raskin 

20 Lorraine Lunt  

22 Ben Macomber 
Zach Ramsay 
Chris Saunders 
Nick P Saunders 

23 Marilyn Freeman 

24 Sandy Saunders 

26 Ted Moxham 

27 Jean Beland 
Zoe LaClair 

30 David Keith 
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CURATOR’S CORNER 

“The Narthex” 

A while back, someone 
asked me why our 
Narthex –the front 
entry- looks so different 
from the rest of the 
church.  I am inclined to 

agree; after all there is an open staircase 
among other things that just somehow 
doesn’t seem to fit in with the rest of 
the church.  Well, not so fast.  Take a 
look at the panel, called a raridu,  where 
the cross is mounted in the Chancel and 
also the choir loft.  They are somewhat 
different.  But after all, these were built 
about sixty-five years apart. 

Fortunately, I was involved with all of 
these modernizations, albeit in a very 

small way.  Remember, our church was 
built at the beginning of the last 
century, and at that time I suppose it 
was the epitome of modernity.  The 
outer doors were solid wood and very 
heavy.  (see them downstairs) 
Presuming you could open them on a 
windy day, you would enter a rather 
narrow staircase which led to another 
set of wood doors that opened to the 
Sanctuary.  The paneling on the walls 
was, in keeping with the times, dark 
and not very inviting. 

Mrs. E. D. Gilmore had bequeathed a 
generous sum of funds in memory of 
her late husband, to be used for some 
memorial project.  At that time, Rev. 
Dr. Russell Richardson was our pastor.  
His vision was to create a new entrance 
and a new altar area.  Mr. August 

Schaefer, who was a local architect, 
was retained to turn Dr. Richardson’s 
vision into a reality. 

If you take notice, you will observe that 
the rear entrance and choir loft 
extension, created in 1985, also show 
the hand of Augie Schaefer.  The first 
project was completed over the summer 
months of 1965 and, as a young 
apprentice plumber, I spent many days 
there. One interesting thing I do 
remember was that when the old plaster 
walls were torn down we discovered 
quite a few empty whiskey bottles 
hidden in the walls.  Evidently, Second 
Church was not always alcohol free. 

Ted Moxham, curator 

 

 ______________________________________________________________________________  

TIPS FOR STAYING WELL 

DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC 

We know you’ve heard these before, but we believe that repetition is key to getting it 

right and protecting ourselves and our families and friends.  Clean your hands often! 

 Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds especially after 

you have been in a public place or after blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing. 

 If soap and water are not readily available, use a hand sanitizer that contains at least 

60% alcohol.  Cover all surfaces of your hands and rub them together until they feel 

dry. 

 Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands.  Avoid close 

contact. 

 Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 

 Put distance between yourself and other people if COVID-19 is spreading in your 

community.  This is especially important for people who are at higher risk of getting 

very sick. 

 Stay home if you are sick, except to get medical care. 

 Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or sneeze or use the inside 

of your elbow. 

 Throw used tissues in the trash. 

 Clean AND disinfect frequently touched surfaces daily. This includes tables, 

doorknobs, light switches, countertops, handles, desks, phones, keyboards, toilets, 

faucets and sinks. 

5  



6  



M A Y  2 0 2 0  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     1 2 

May Breakfast and 

Plant Sale 

CANCELLED 

3 

10:00 AM 

Worship / 

Communion 

11:15 AM 

Christian Education 

Committee Meeting 

 

4 

Boy Scouts – 

CANCELLED 

5 

6:00 PM 

Deacons' 

Meeting 

6  

Cub Scouts 

CANCELLED 

7 

6:30 PM 

Bell Choir 

Rehearsal 

7:30 PM 

Adult Choir 

Rehearsal 

8 9 

Intergenerational 

Sacred Dance 

Rehearsal 

CANCELLED 

10 

10:00 AM 

Worship 

11 

Prayer Shawl 

Ministry 

Cancelled 

Boy Scouts 

Cancelled 

12 

7:00 PM 

Marketing 

Committee 

Meeting 

13 

Family Café 

Cancelled 

Cub Scouts 

Cancelled 

6:30 PM 

J&J Board 

Meeting 

14 

6:30 PM 

Bell Choir 

Rehearsal 

7:30 PM 

Adult Choir 

Rehearsal 

15 16 

Indoor Yard Sale, 

Bake Sale & 

Snack Bar! 

Postponed 

17 

Children's Sunday 

10:00 AM 

Worship 

11:15 AM 

Music Committee 

Meeting 

Outreach & Missions 

Committee Meeting 

18 

4:00 PM 

Food Pantry 

Distribution 

Boy Scouts 

Cancelled 

7:00 PM 

Facilities 

Committee 

Meeting 

19 

June Voice 

Deadline 

7:00 PM 

Administration 

Committee 

Meeting 

20 

Cub Scouts 

Cancelled 

7:00 PM 

PFLAG 

Meeting 

21 

10:00 AM 

Communion 

Visitation 

Meeting 

22 23 

24 

10:00 AM 

Worship 

11:20 AM Church 

Council Meeting 

25 

Memorial Day; 

Office is Closed 

26 27 

Cub Scouts 

Cancelled 

28  29 30 

31 

Pentecost 

10:00 AM 

Worship 

      

Please confirm in the online calendar from the church website 

or a call to the office before deciding to come to the building. 

The month of May will need to be handled day-by-day. 
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